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From Rabbi Gordon  

Get Out and Vote!  

As this Chaverim arrives in your mailbox, we will be in the 

midst of the 2020 Presidential Primary Season. Iowa, 

New Hampshire, and Nevada, have already made their 

voices heard and South Carolina and the Super Tuesday 

States are about to pull the lever for their favorite 

candidate. 

 

Over the last few months, weôve spent hours upon hours 

contemplating which candidate seems best to lead our 

country forward. We often focus on the issues, 

personality, or leadership style. Yet our Jewish values 

should be at the forefront of this conversation as well. 

 

For more than two millennia, Judaism has stressed the 

importance of having our voice heard when we choose 

our leaders. In the Babylonian Talmud, Rabbi Yitzhak 

taught that ñA ruler is not to be appointed unless the 

community is first consultedò (Berachot 55a). Even during 

the time of the Torah, Bezalel, the chief architect of the 

Tabernacle was only chosen to complete his role with the 

communityôs approval. Our Jewish community believes in 

the importance of democracy and making sure each and 

every personôs voice is heard. 

 

As Rabbi Laura Novak Winer teaches: A man once came 

before the Chazon Ish (a Russian rabbi in the early 20
th
 

century) who didnôt have enough money to pay his taxes 

and therefore wouldnôt be able to vote in the upcoming 

election. The Chazon Ish shared this reply: ñSell your 

tefillin and pay your taxes. The tefillin you can borrow 

from someone else, but the right to vote is only yours.ò As 

the rabbis have taught us, the right to vote is in some 

ways more significant than our other Jewish rituals. As 

we prepare for the Maryland Primary in April (early voting 

begins April 16
th
 and the primary is on April 28

th
), please 

also reflect upon this moment through the lens of our 

Jewish values. This election is not only significant to us 

as Americans, it is a mitzvah, a commandment, to make 

our voices heard by our leaders.  

 

Finally, you have one other opportunity to vote this 

spring! As a quick reminder, every five years the Jewish 

world conducts elections to the World Zionist 

Organization (WZO). The WZO is the parliament of the 

Jewish people and a representative body in Israel to 

determine the allocation of funds by the Jewish Agency 

for Israel. Strength in this parliament translates into 

influence ðand fundingð on issues affecting Jews in 

Israel and worldwide. Your vote gives you a voice on 

issues like religious pluralism, peace, and democracy in 

Israel and strengthens our Reform Movement in Israel. 

 

What does this mean for the Reform Movement? Victory 

in the election will help support Reform Judaism in Israel 

to: Give Reform Jews a strong voice in critical decisions 

in Israel. Support the Israel Movement for Progressive 

and Reform Judaism with close to $5 million dollars in 

annual funding. Train Israelôs next generation of Reform 

rabbis. Support the important social justice and religious 

pluralism work of the Israel Religious Action Center. 

 

The World Zionist Congress elections are coming to a 

close. If you havenôt voted, please be sure to go to 

www.arza.org by March 11
th
, 2020, to make your voice 

heard. It will take two minutes and cost you $7.50, but 

you can make a difference in Israel. Itôs a mitzvah to vote!  

Vote your conscience this April and Vote Reform in the 

World Zionist Congress.  

 

Bôshalom, 

 

 

Rabbi Andy Gordon 

 

http://www.arza.org


 

о   ±ƛǎƛǘ ǿǿǿΦōƻƭǘƻƴǎǘǊŜŜǘΦƻǊƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ

From the President  From the President  

From the President  

Every season at Bolton Street Synagogue contains        

opportunities for engaging in spirituality, friendship,     

learning, social justice, and inclusivity. Many synagogues 

today are much more than a place of worship. At Bolton 

Street, we just do it better. As one of our members said at 

our fabulous February retreat at Capital Camps in  

Waynesboro, PA, Bolton Street Synagogue is fun and a 

place where itôs okay to be yourself.  

I agree. The tenor of our events, our ambiance, our       

selection of music and discussion topics, and even our   

facial expressions  convey our motto, ñdoors wide open.ò 

On January 31, Bolton Street sponsored the annual URJ 

Shabbat where one Reform synagogue in the community 

hosts the others. It was our turn, and we represented     

ourself extremely well. Of approximately 125 people      

attending, about half were from Bolton Street. The size of 

our sanctuary gave the evening an intimate feel. Our guest 

speaker, Rabbi Josh Weinberg, gave a rousing dôvar torah 

on Reform Judaism in Israel. Song leader Jo-Ellen Unger, 

sang just right for everyone to join in. We were rocking  

together, and our guests wanted to know how we do it,  

including what it is that energizes our younger members. 

Thanks, BOLT, for adding to the special night. And thanks 

to our Board of Trustees for the plentiful and delicious oneg 

shabbat. Rabbi Gordon, as usual, was pitch perfect in   

every regard.  

This feeling is not a one-off. If you havenôt developed a           

connection to Bolton Street Synagogue, I encourage you to 

keep trying. As president, I attend lots of events, meetings, 

and services. One of my favorites is Friday night services.  

I take a seat in the sanctuary, let go of the stresses of the 

week, and feel a peace wash over me. That said, I can 

hardly wait for the activities we have lined up this spring 

like the Purim spiel and party, Purim carnival, Scholar-in-

Residence weekend, disability and inclusivity Shabbat, 

BUILD meetings, Good Deeds Day, LGBTQ seder, Bolton 

Street Synagogue community seder, tots programs, mah-

jong games, our spring fundraiser with the Capitol Steps, 

and much more. Just look through the pages of this issue 

of Chaverim to find whatôs right for youðfrom Torah study 

to advocating on behalf of school children in Maryland to 

hamantaschen baking.  

 

 

If you come to Shabbat services, please be sure to say 

hello to me and others. You might want to put on a name                     

tag, available at the front door, because we all need      

reminders.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you soon. Iôll be wearing a smile 

and a nametag.  

Shalom, 

 
 

Elaine Richman 

From the President  
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From the Director of Education  

We have had a wonderful start to 2020! Our annual   

Shabbat to Havdallah retreat at Capital Camps was a   

terrific way to start the year. Together we ate, laughed, 

prayed, created, meditated, and hiked! Our focus of this 

retreat was Rise Above, March Together! We dug deep 

into the prayer ñMi Chamocha,ò the celebratory song     

Miriam sang as she and 600,000 former Jewish slaves 

crossed through the Red Sea after it split. We discussed 

the importance of finding awe, miracles, and joy in our  

every day lives, even when we feel we are in the ñmuck.ò   
 

Upon our return on Sunday morning, we had two beautiful 

Tu BôShvat celebrations. First at our Tot Sunday, with over 

12 families contributing to brunch and a seder. Our song 

leader Nomi led us in beautiful song as we celebrated the 

trees, the earth, and all the fruit that we receive from them. 

Following our Tot Sunday Tu BôShvat seder, we hosted our 

school Tu BôShvat seder, led by our wonderful Madrichim. 
 

Itôs hard to imagine Purim is up next! On March 8
th
, we will 

have our in-school celebration. We will have a Tot Sunday 

for our toddlers at 9:30am, a spiel and service at 10:00am, 

then a school-run carnival at 11:00am. We hope to see 

you in costume there!  

 
 
 

Jillian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious School news  
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Social Justice News  

STRONG SCHOOLS MARYLANDðGROUP OF TEN 

On Monday, February 10th, nine Bolton Street members 

traveled to Annapolis to join with other members of Strong 

Schools Maryland from around the state to speak with   

lawmakers about the Kirwan Commission legislation that is 

aimed at improving public education in Maryland. The bill's 

goals are to increase Pre-K education, provide better    

vocational education to students who choose to follow that 

route, improve special education services, increase funding 

and oversight, and more.  While in Annapolis, we met with 

legislators and urged them to support and pass the        

legislation when it is voted on this session.  Bolton Street 

members felt that our presence in Annapolis was helpful to 

let lawmakers know that there is broad support from     

constituents throughout the state for passing this important 

bill to ensure that Maryland public schools provide a world-

class education to all students.  

BSS Participants: Paige Finkelstein, Marissa Feinsilver, 

Penny Wald, Margo Candelaria, Jeannette Karpay, Cathy 

Raab, Lauren Kelleher, Melissa Zieve, & Karen Brown.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LôTAKEN SOCIAL JUSTICE SEMINAR 

Six of our BSS teens headed to           

Washington, DC in late February to gather 

with over 300 other Jewish teens to learn 

about Jewish values and advocacy.  On 

Monday, they headed to Capital Hill to meet 

with our senators and representatives to 

lobby on Climate Change, Criminal Justice 

Reform, and Immigrant Rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUILD UPDATE 

On Monday, February 17
th
, nine Bolton Street members 

traveled to Annapolis again with BUILD and our        

Maryland IAF (Industrial Areas Foundation) partners on 

the day that the Kirwan hearing took place. Before the   

hearing, over 150 of us gathered to meet with Del.   

Maggie Macintosh, Sen. Bill Furgeson, Sen. Mary  

Washington, Del. Sandy Rosenberg, Del. Stephanie 

Smith, Del. Brook Lierman and legislators from   

throughout Maryland. Each of them committed to      

support Kirwan and also to meet with BUILD about other 

issues in the coming months and even after the session. 

Another exciting and productive day in Annapolis. 
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Upcoming events  
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Annual Fund  

Greg Abel & Jennifer Mendelsohn 
Abe Wasserberger & Lissa Abrams 
Rebecca Alford & Andrew Ross 
Frank Baitman 
Robert & Susan Baron 
Leah Barron & Nick Tomasino 
Judy Bass & Fernando Goes 
Randi Reichel & John Benner 
Susan Bennett 
Scott & Gail Berkenblit 
Bernard Berkowitz 
Lewis Berman 
Peter Berns & Melissa Zieve 
Peggy Brennecke & Mark Hyman 
Gary Felser & Debra Brown-Felser 
Robert & Karen Brown 
Stuart Caplan & Rachel Levine 
Jay Steinmetz & Claire Carberry 
Doug & Nancy Carrey-Beaver 
Louis & Danielle Citron 
Irving Reti & Dexter Clark 
Andy & Dawn Cohen 
Vicki Cohen 
Steven Cohen & Jeffrey Williams 
Joel Cohn 
David & Amanda Conn 
Caroline Dennis 
Jeffrey & Joan Dier 
Marion Ehrlich 

Scott Feeser & Elisabeth Liebow 
Noam & Paige Finkelstein 
Mark Giuliano & Cathy Raab 
Andy Gordon & Brian ten Siethoff 
Judith Gottlieb 
Lois Gould & Joe Hunt 
Barbara & David Greene 
Michael & Gail Green 
Marc & Amy Halushka 
David & Anne Hamburger 
Alison Hartman 
Marc & Chris Hartstein 
Edward Herskovits & Mary Louise Stover 
Sandra & Thomas Hess 
Cheryl Hindes & Steve Snyder 
Eric & Ingrid Holzman 
Larry Wissow & Nancy Hutton 
Dana Johnson & Salem Reiner 
David & Robin Kantor 
Ken & Jeannette Karpay 
Harold Weisbaum & Sharon Krevor-
Weisbaum 
David Sternberg & Reagan Lake 
Paul Levine 
Miriam Lupien 
Stanley Scherr & William Magruder 
Joy Mandel & Tim Nehl 
Russell & Leslie Margolis Collin McFall & 
Rachel Niedermayer 

John McGready & Roni Neff 
David Meyers & Roberta Strickler 
Douglas & Alexis Mogul 
Reed & Sheila Morrison 
Jeffrey Stern & Joyce Moskovitz 
Felipe Munoz-Castillo 
Richard & Donna Neuworth 
David & Julie Newman-Toker 
Theresa Nicol 
Abe & Ling Novick 
Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman 
David & Lauren Rauseo 
Jordan Thomsen & Cara Richman 
Adam & Nancy Riess 
June Sachs 
Elisabeth Sachs & David Sheehy 
Nancy Savage 
Aaron Schneiderman & Sarah Sette 
Adam & Marisa Sheingate 
Sara Slaff 
David & Diana Speer 
Damie & Diane Stillman 
Sheila Thaler 
Carol & Rob Van Besien 
Mitch & Penny Wald 
Alex & Jordan Walker 
Bayla Weisbart 
Marc Wernick 
Ethel Zelenske 

The Bolton Street Synagogue Annual Fund is a yearly initiative where we invite all of our members to make a generous 
undesignated gift to support our community. Since the inception of the BSS Annual Fund, we have increased the 
amount raised and member participation rate year after year. This speaks to the confidence our members have in our 
financial governance, an overwhelming satisfaction with our Rabbinic leadership, and our communityôs commitment to 
the Jewish family of which we are all a part.  

This year, to date we have raised $77,000 in gifts or pledges toward our goal of $80,000. Wouldnôt YOU love to 
be the individual or family to put us over the top! We will be reaching out to our new members in the spring but for 
those eager to participate now, we welcome your gift. Please join with us and give what you can so that Bolton Street      
Synagogue can continue to have an impact on the lives of our members as well as on the larger community. The      
following members have already shown their commitment to Bolton Street with a generous gift or pledge. (Contributions 
or pledges as of February 21, 2020.) For more information contact Nancy Savage, nandsav@gmail.com.    

mailto:nandsav@gmail.com
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Brick Campaign 
Lois Gould 
 
Library & Lifelong Learning Fund 
Alison Hartman in memory of Peter Clark 
Richard & Donna Neuworth in memory of Martin B. Neuworth 
 
Melvin Cohen Social Action Fund 
Vicki Cohen in memory of Gary Beaver 
Alison Hartman in memory of Jerome Cohen 
Alison Hartman in memory of Gary Beaver 
Alison Hartman in memory of Daniel Hartman 
Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman in celebration of the retirement of  
 Debra Brown-Felser 
Beth Raymond in memory of Gary Beaver 
 
Mishkan Tõfilah Bookplate 
Robert & Susan Baron  
Eric Bielitz & Erin O'Connell  
Beth Giladi  
Marc & Chris Hartstein  
Alaine Jolicoeur  
Harold Weisbaum & Sharon Krevor-Weisbaum  
 
Music and Worship Fund 
Nancy Savage in memory of Helen Dalsheimer 
Ethel Zelenske in memory of Rachel Wax 
 
Operating Fund 
Bernard Berkowitz in memory of Judith Berkowitz 
Linda Blonsley in memory of Judy Willis 
Gary Felser & Debra Brown-Felser in memory of Stanley Felser 
Gary Felser & Debra Brown-Felser in memory of Gary Beaver 
Gary Felser & Debra Brown-Felser in memory of Jerome Cohen 
Robert & Karen Brown in memory of Gary Beaver 
Elaine & Robert Gordon  
Marc & Chris Hartstein in memory of George Zukof 
Bonnie & Neil Katz in memory of Jeff Raymond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey Stern & Joyce Moskovitz in memory of Elaine Stern 
Miriam Lupien in memory of Hya Heine 
Miriam Lupien in memory of Seth Feinstein 
Miriam Lupien in memory of Gary Beaver 
Eleanor Simon & Patrick O' Neall in memory of Miriam Simon,  Wilbur Simon, 
William O'Neall, and Lea Mendel 
Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman in memory of Gary Beaver 
Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman in memory of Martin West 
David & Mary Salkever  
Karen & Richard Soisson  
Marc Wernick in memory of Gary Beaver 
 
Presidentõs Discretionary Fund 
Doug & Nancy Carrey-Beaver in honor of Elaine Richman's birthday 
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in honor of Elaine Richman's birthday 
Reed & Sheila Morrison in memory of Jean Saklad & Ruth Reuben Morrison 
 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Abe Wasserberger & Lissa Abrams in memory of Rosalie Abrams &        
 Sonia Wasserberger 
Wendy Bennett & Brian Zavin in gratitude for Liliana Zavin's Bat Mitzvah 
Louis Blank  
Doug & Nancy Carrey-Beaver in acknowledgment for all that Rabbi Gordon 
 does and as a thank you for the Shiva Service for Doug's father 
Miriam Glaser  
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in memory of Gary Beaver 
Linda Neiman  
Beth Raymond in memory of Sonia Cohen 
Ruth Rosenberg in gratitude for spending time with Paul Rosenberg during 
 his hospitalization and rehab 
Danny & Sara Traub  
 
Zabner Youth Education Scholarship Fund 
Donna Kirshbaum in honor of David Speer teaching in Religious School & 
 being a board trustee and in memory of Mike Zabner 
Felipe Munoz-Castillo in memory of Alison Anne Daubert 
Felipe Munoz-Castillo in memory of Hya Pearl Heine 
Elli Potter in memory of Lillian Potter Goldstein 

  
 
 

  

Contributions 12/21/2019 through 2/21/2020  
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Yahrzeits  

March 2020 April 2020 

03/01/2020 Leonard Sterling, brother of Ruth Rosenberg 
03/02/2020 Patricia Baitman, mother of Frank Baitman 
03/03/2020 Harry S. Cohen, father of Helene Breazeale 
03/03/2020 David Feinsilver, father of Marissa Feinsilver 
03/03/2020 Thomas A. Reiner, father of Salem Reiner 
03/04/2020 Simon Klempner, great-grandfather of  
  Roni Neff 
03/04/2020 Phyllis O'Neall, mother of Patrick O' Neall 
03/05/2020 Howard Holzman, father of Susan Holzman 
03/05/2020 Edward Margolis, father of Russell Margolis 
03/07/2020 Zel Selig, father of Linda Blonsley 
03/08/2020 Tom Reiner, father of Salem Reiner 
03/09/2020 Adam Fishman, son of Alison Hartman 
03/10/2020 Albert Neff, grandfather of Roni Neff 
03/10/2020 Paul E. Seid, father of Leslie Seid Margolis 
03/13/2020 John H. Mandel, father of Joy Mandel 
03/14/2020 Agi Rado, friend of Russ & Leslie Margolis 
03/14/2020 Alfred Wasserberger, father of  
  Abe Wasserberger 
03/15/2020 Robert Weitz, father of Anne Hamburger 
03/16/2020 Gayle Hafner, friend of Ethel Zelenske 
03/17/2020 Jenny Schoolnic, grandmother of  
  Nancy Savage & mother of Sandra Hess 
03/18/2020 Max Berkowitz, father of Bernard Berkowitz 
03/21/2020 Doris L. Fogler, mother of Dawn Cohen 
03/23/2020 Barney M. Cohen, grandfather of Andy Cohen 
03/25/2020 Deborah J. Cohen, grandmother of  
  Andy Cohen 
03/26/2020 Solomon Brandt, father of Diane Stillman 
03/26/2020 Ana Hirsch, grandmother of Elisabeth Liebow 
03/26/2020 Dora Silber, grandmother of Lissa Abrams 
03/27/2020 Evelyn Speranza Pizzo Bash, mother of  
  Chris Hartstein 
03/28/2020 William Feeser, father of Scott Feeser 
03/28/2020 Harry Levine, grandfather of Lyn Watner 
03/28/2020 Ida Moskovitz, mother of Joyce Moskovitz 

04/01/2020 David Carrey, father of Nancy Carrey-Beaver 
04/06/2020 Tillie Seid, grandmother of Leslie Seid Margolis 
04/10/2020 Sheila Sachs, mother of Elisabeth Sachs & 
  grandmother of Liza & Jack Sachs 
04/11/2020 Alan Morrison, father of Reed Morrison 
04/12/2020 Simon Saklad, father of Sheila Morrison 
04/12/2020 Samuel Sterling, father of Ruth Rosenberg & 
  grandfather of Sara Rybczynski 
04/12/2020 Anna Sterling, mother of Ruth Rosenberg &  
  grandmother of Sara Rybczynski 
04/17/2020 Celia Levine, grandmother of Lyn Watner 
04/20/2020 Leon M. Meyers, father of David Meyers 
04/22/2020 George Karpay, father of Ken Karpay 
04/22/2020 Shirley Meyers, mother of David Meyers 
04/24/2020 Jerome H Horowitz, grandfather of  
  Aviram Giladi 
04/24/2020 David Solomon, brother of Bayla Weisbart 
04/25/2020 Emily Kaufman, mother of Mark Kaufman 
04/25/2020 Tony Lupien, husband of Miriam Lupien 
04/27/2020 Philip Dier, father of Jeffrey Dier 
04/29/2020 Robert S. Berns, father of Peter Berns 
04/30/2020 Earl Nehl, father of Tim Nehl 

The Church of the Redeemer  
& Bolton Street Synagogue 

 
present  

 
 
 
 

 
Screening & Conversation 

 

Wednesday, April 29  
6:30-8:30pm 

 
5603 North Charles Street 

Baltimore 
 

Free and open to the public. 

An Open Door  
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ŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκ.ƻƭǘƻƴ{ǘǊŜŜǘ{ȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ 

1 9:00 AM Religious School 

 9:30 AM Spring fundraiser update & volunteer information 
breakfast 

4 7:00 PM Monthly Mahj Madness 

 7:00 PM Social Action Committee meeting 

6 6:30 PM Shabbat Service: Rabbi Andy Gordon & Cantor Karen 
Webber 

 7:15 PM Potluck 

7 4:00 PM BOLT Hamantaschen baking 

 7:00 PM Purim Spiel   

8 9:00 AM Religious School 

 9:30 AM Tots program 

 10:00 AM Purim Celebration & Service 

 11:00 AM  Purim Carnival 

13 7:30 PM Shabbat Service: Rabbi Andy Gordon & Keith Adams 

14 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

15 9:00 AM Religious School 

 10:30 AM Confirmation class 

19 7:00 PM Membership Engagement Committee meeting 

20 6:30 PM Shabbat Service: Rabbi Gordon & Scholar-in-

Residence Rabbi Erica Asch 

21 9:30 AM  Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Erica Asch 

 11:00 AM Shabbat morning service: Rabbi Gordon & Scholar-in-

Residence Rabbi Erica Asch 

22 9:00 AM Religious school 

24 7:00 PM BUILD Mayoral Accountability Summit 

25 7:00 PM Board of Trustees meeting 

27 5:30 PM  Tot Shabbat 

 7:30 PM Disability Awareness & Inclusion Shabbat Service with 
Rabbi Gordon, Sermon by Leslie Seid Margolis 

28 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

29 9:00 AM Religious school 

March 2020  April 2020  

1 7:00 PM Monthly Mahj Madness 

 7:00 PM Social Action Committee meeting 

2 6:30 PM LGBTQ Seder 

3 6:30 PM Shabbat Service: Rabbi Andy Gordon & Cantor Karen 
Webber 

 7:15 PM Potluck 

4 10:30 AM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon as  

Amelia & Jonah Mogul become Bônai Mitzvah 

5 9:00 AM Religious school-chocolate seder 

 9:30 AM Tot program 

9 6:00 PM Community Seder led by Rabbi Andy Gordon & 

Cantor Karen Webber 

10 6:30 PM Shabbat Service: Rabbi Andy Gordon & Keith Adams 

12  NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

16 7:30 AM  Yizkor and Passover Service 

 7:00 PM Membership Engagement Committee meeting   

17 6:30 PM Shabbat Service: Rabbi Gordon & Shir Chadash & 

Yom HaShoah Commemoration  

19 9:00 AM Religious school 

22 7:00 PM Board of Trustees meeting 

24 5:30 PM Tot shabbat 

 7:30 PM Shabbat Service: Rabbi Gordon & Keith Adams with 

Shevet Achim and Madrichim 

25 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

26 9:00 AM Religious school 

 10:30 AM Confirmation class 

29 6:30 PM Open Door Movie and Discussion at The Church of 
the Redeemer 

Calendar  

If you are not receiving the weekly  BSS eNews 

 Please contact 

Justine Abel @ 410.235.5354, ext. 101 or at   

jabel@boltonstreet.org 
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212 W. Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore, MD 21210 

 
тΥмрǇƳΣ 


