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FROM RABBI GORDON

BRINGING CHEER AND SUPPORT,
JOY AND GLADNESS

Get ready to be filled with joy! Or as our rabbis teach: “Be
happy, it's Adar!” Over the next few weeks, we are
asked, no commanded, to celebrate. This month of Adar
centers around Purim, when we commemorate the fall of
the evil Haman through songs, drinking lots of alcohol,
dressing up, carnivals, and of course, raucous booing!
As the snow melts and the cold weather finally pushes us
to the edge, it's wonderful to have the time to let our hair
down and just be happy!

Yet, what about those of us who are going through a
difficult time? Maybe we don’t feel the best or are taking
care of someone who is sick. We might have recently
buried a loved one or often remember them at this time
of year. Maybe we’re going through a challenge in our
personal life or are navigating a difficult relationship.
Often, we just don’t feel up to celebrating.

In some ways, our Jewish tradition recognized this
quandary. The rabbis made the requirement to be
joyous, but they also recognized that some of us might
not feel up to it. That's why they included two additional
mitzvot, as part of our Purim celebration: Mishloach
Manot, gifts to friends, and Mishloach Aveilim, gifts to the
poor. We're asked to provide small gifts: a few coins,
some hamantaschen, cookies, and candy. Personally, |
love that we provide gifts to those going through a
difficult time, but also gifts to cheer up our friends and
family.

That’s the crux of what it means to be a synagogue. As a
community, we join together in celebration, yet we should
also be there during the dark times as well. Our
congregation has been reflecting about how best we can
assist each other during moments of challenge. Our
Membership Committee is beginning to think about new

ways to connect us to each other. Our Caring Committee
reaches out when there’s a death in the family, a new
birth, or if someone needs our support. And a small
group of congregants will be taking a four-week class on
how to care for those in the hospital or who are
homebound.

Yet, there is so much more to do! I’'m hopeful that we can
continue to expand our Caring Committee to think about
better ways that we can support each other besides the
great work that we are currently doing. In addition, |
appreciate you letting us know when someone is ill or
going through a difficult time. We often don’t know and
always appreciate you or a loved one reaching out and
letting us know! Please, continue to let us know with a
call, an e-mail, or a text!

As we celebrate this joyous time of year, may our
congregation also be by your side during the difficult
moments, providing all of us with the strength and peace
we need to live each moment to the fullest.

A

Andy
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

GO FOR THE GOLD!

The month of March is here, and Spring is within sight.
This is my favorite time of year. Trite as it may sound, the
extra light, the hint of warmth, and the fresh growth all
have a power over me — one | don’t attempt to resist. They
conspire to create a joyous anticipation of the months
ahead.

Few things can compete with the appeal of spring sun-
shine, but Bolton Street’s Spring event is in the running!
For this, our sixth annual event, we present

, a fun evening with gourmet food presented by local
restaurants — Alma Cocina Latina, Cypriana, Namaste, The
Pantry Catering, The Avenue Kitchen and Bar, and Free
Run Wine Merchants, an energizing auction — both live and
silent this year, and an entertaining performance by Emmy
Award-winning comedian Judy Gold.

This event allows us to gather as a community and enjoy a
fun social evening together, while also providing an
opportunity for us to support our synagogue. Proceeds
from the event go towards funding two beloved aspects of
our congregational life: education and music.

Our school relies on support from all of us. The task of the
school — to immerse the next generation in Jewish values
and knowledge — is a responsibility held by our full
community. To that end, while half of the budget for our
school comes from tuition paid by school families, half of
the funds come from general donations such as this event.
While laughing, eating, and socializing at

you will be supporting our school and our Jewish future.

And speaking of enjoyment, what gives us more pleasure
than listening to cantorial student Emily Simkin sing? Emily
first came to Bolton Street in 2017 for our high holidays.
Her beautiful voice and wonderful presence contributed so
much to those services that we arranged for monthly visits
in 2018-19.

Emily’s visits this year have enormously enriched our
Shabbat services, Tot Shabbats, Religious School music,
Rosh Hodesh discussions, Havdalah gatherings, and
more. Our Board of Trustees recently voted to invite her
back for both high holidays and monthly visits in 2019-20.
By attending our Spring event, you have the opportunity to
help fund Emily’s time at Bolton Street.

May 4 is the date to . Both tickets and
sponsorship opportunities are available through our
website. Please join me in celebrating Bolton Street
Synagogue with a fun and entertaining evening. Come for
the food, come for the entertainment, come for our
community.

Melissa Zieve
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION

SHALOM FAMILIES!

I love being in our synagogue during March and April!
Perhaps it's because we're reaching the end of winter
and the excitement of the upcoming spring makes all of
us feel optimistic. Perhaps it's because we’ve all been
cooped up for so long that knowing we have our sacred
three hours each Sunday gives us the energy and
opportunity to get out of our houses and right into our
second home, the synagogue. Either way, the building is
always buzzing with exciting activities, and | notice extra
parent involvement and engagement during these
months, which in turn spreads the good energy to our
students.

This month, on March 17", we have our Purim Shpiel led
by our Dalet through Zayin classes and then a service
led by Rabbi Gordon and Cantorial student Emily Simkin.
Following the shpiel and service, we will have our annual
Kehillah sponsored and student-led Purim carnival. We
hope to see all of you there to enjoy hamantaschen and
fun games!

April 7" will be our annual Good Deeds Day. All are
welcome to join us in different mitzvot we have planned
as well as a casserole making challenge! The following
week on April 14™ we will enjoy a special seder together
during school hours, which is always a student favorite!
Looking forward to these upcoming months and
celebrations together!

Jillian Manko
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COMMITTEE NEWS

January was a busy month for the Social Action Committee
(SAC) membership. We started off the New Year with two
MLK weekend events: Councilman Brandon Scott (2™
District, Baltimore City) attended our January 18™ Friday
night services. We had a good turnout, and he addressed
the congregation with a message for all of us to get
involved in some way in addressing the many problems
facing Baltimoreans, with an important note that in order to
work towards change, it will be necessary to face
uncomfortable topics such as race and inequality. He then
joined us for the Oneg, sponsored by the SAC, and stuck
around to talk with many of the congregants and visitors.

The second event was a
showing of the film, Charm
City, at Baltimore Hebrew
Congregation on Sunday,
January 20™. We were co-
hosts for the event together
with Jews United for Justice
and several area syna-
gogues. It was an amazing
turnout, with more than 200
attendees (including over 20
congregants from Bolton
Street). The movie, which is
about some of the Baltimore
communities most affected
by violence and drugs,
provided an important inside
view of what it means to live and try to thrive and build
community in these settings despite the intense adversity.
Following the film, Councilman Scott and one of the
movie’s main stars, Alex Long, spent about an hour
answering questions first from a moderator and then from
the film attendees as a whole. An important take-away
from the movie is that there are local residents who are
working hard to make a real difference in some of
Baltimore’s toughest neighborhoods and we can support
them and their groups, and others who are working to
make Baltimore a safer and more vibrant city for all of its
residents.

The Group of 10 continues to meet and advocate for
school funding. Four Bolton Street members who are part
of our Group of Ten traveled to Annapolis on January 28th
to lobby legislators in support of passing the Kirwan
Commission recommendations and an interim funding

proposal. The Kirwan Commission has been working to
develop standards for public school education in Maryland
plus a funding formula that will fund their proposals.
Although they have not completed the funding formula,
they have proposed recommendations around early child-
hood education, college and career readiness, at risk
students, high quality teachers and more. Our group
teamed with two teachers from Howard County and met
with the Howard County delegation as well as Delegate
Shelly Hettleman who represents District 11 in Baltimore
County, to declare our support for the recommendations
and to obtain assurances from the legislators that they also
support the plan. There were also impromptu meetings in
the halls with Baltimore City legislators as well as others
from around the state. If you're interested in joining our
Group of Ten, please contact Karen Brown

at BrownBalto@gmail.com.

Finally, our SAC continues to provide support to the
Margaret Brent School and we have some great news to
share: we have collected about 300 books for the school!
We are still collecting books and are now focusing on
middle school books. PLEASE bring them to BSS and put
them in the bin in the coat closet area or go to our Amazon
wish list to donate at http://a.co/9Y50Ef6. Also, thanks to
Theresa, Lauren and Steve for assisting with registration
and other activities at the January 24" Family Night
program. If other Bolton Street Synagogue members are
interested, these family nights happen each month and
they are always looking for 2-3 volunteers to help out.

The Social Action Committee meets each month and
everyone in the congregation is welcome to join. Please
email co-chairs Debra Brown Felser
(debrabrownfelser@gmail.com) and Judy Bass
(jbass1@jhu.edu) if you want to be included in the email
list.

SAC Co-Chairs
Judy Bass and
Debra Brown Felser
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ANNUAL FUND

BOLTON STREET SYNAGOGUE ANNUAL FUND

The Bolton Street Synagogue Annual Fund is a yearly initiative where we invite all of our members
to make a generous undesignated gift to support our community. Annual giving helps fund the many
programs and initiatives that are essential to the vitality of our synagogue. Dues cover just half of
the expenses involved in providing all of the learning, celebrating, praying and socializing that make
our congregation a true community. The remaining 50% must come from additional donations.

Our Annual Fund goal for 2018-2019 is $70,000. A few generous congregants helped launch the
campaign with two $5,000 challenge gifts for all new and increased donations. The response to our
fall outreach was extraordinary and we have already surpassed the match with $10,830 in new or
increased donations. But we can do more! If you have yet to make a pledge to the campaign please
join with us and give what you can so that Bolton Street Synagogue can continue to have an impact

on the lives of our members as well as on the larger community. Donations can be made with a
credit card through the synagogue website, www.boltonstreet.org, or by check.

The following members have already shown their commitment to Bolton Street with a generous gift
or pledge. (Contributions or pledges as of February 27, 2019.) For more information contact Nancy
Savage, nandsav@gmail.com.

Greg Abel & Jennifer Mendelsohn
Lissa Abrams & Abe Wasserberger
Gary & Barbara Anderson

Robert & Susan Baron

Fernando Goes & Judy Bass

Katy Benjamin & Gordon Smith
John Benner & Randi Reichel
Susan Bennett

Bernard Berkowitz

Scott & Gail Berkenblit

Peter Berns & Melissa Zieve
Peggy Brennecke & Mark Hyman
Gary Brown & Debra Brown-Felser
Robert & Karen Brown

Carl & Joyce Caplan

Stuart Caplan & Rachel Levine
Doug & Nancy Carrey-Beaver
Louis & Danielle Citron

Dexter Clark & Irving Reti

Andy & Dawn Cohen

Ross & Lisa Cohen

Steven Cohen & Jeffrey Williams
Vicki Cohen

David & Amanda Conn

Caroline Dennis

Marion Ehrlich

Scott Feeser & Elisabeth Liebow
Marissa Feinsilver & Joseph Urban
Adam Feuerstein

Rochelle Frank & Lea Ann Howard
Pat & Saul Gilstein

Mark Giuliano & Cathy Raab

David Glushakow

Paul Goodsell & Robyn Waxman
Rabbi Andy Gordon & Brian ten Seithoff

Judith Gottlieb

Lois Gould & Joe Hunt

David & Barbara Greene, Esq.
Marc & Amy Halushka

David & Anne Hamburger

Alison Hartman

Marc & Chris Hartstein

Hya Heine*

Thomas & Sandra Hess

Nancy Hutton & Larry Wissow
Wendy Jachman

Dana Johnson & Salem Reiner
Daniel Kamenetz & Can Zhang
David & Robin Kantor

Ken & Jeannette Karpay

Scott Kravetz

Sharon Krevor-Weisbaum & Harold Weisbaum
Reagan Lake & David Sternberg
Paul Levine

Miriam Lupien

William Magruder & Stanley Scherr
Joy Mandel & Tim Nehl

Jeremy & Jennifer Marcus

Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis
Collin McFall & Rachel Niedermayer
John McGready & Roni Neff

David Meyers & Roberta Strickler
Douglas & Alexis Mogul

Reed & Sheila Morrison

Joyce Moskovitz & Jeffrey Stern
Felipe Munoz-Castillo

Drs. Martin & Joanne Neff

Richard & Donna Neuworth

David & Julie Newman-Toker
Theresa Nicol

Abe & Ling Novick

Julia Pierson

Phaye Poliakoff-Chen

Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman
Randi Reiss-McCormack
Adam & Nancy Riess

Paul & Ruth Rosenberg

Paul & Sara Rybczynski
Elisabeth Sachs & David Sheehy
Sheila Sachs

Dina Sarbanes

Nancy Savage

Joanne Shay & William Shear
Adam & Marisa Sheingate
David & Diana Speer

Juno Spira

Jay Steinmetz

Damie & Diane Stillman
Sheila Thaler

Mitch & Penny Wald

Alex & Jordan Walker

Lyn Watner

Alexandra Weil

Marc Wernick

Jennifer Yateman

Ethel Zelenske

*deceased
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UPCOMING EVENTS

TZEDAKAH

We are pleased to bring you a new column in the Chaverim called Tzedakah where we highlight a mem-
ber from our community who has supported Bolton Street through their philanthropy and volunteerism. In
this our inaugural piece we introduce you to Theresa Nicol.

When Theresa found Bolton Street Synagogue (BSS) in 2003, she was looking for an intimate and wel-
coming synagogue full of interesting, smart, socially conscious individuals. She wanted to connect with a
synagogue that would nurture her family with Jewish tradition and connect with the larger community.
Theresa believes that “to belong to a healthy religious community means actively participating and con-
tributing to that community, doing one’s part to keep it vibrant.” For the past sixteen years she has mod-
eled these beliefs for her daughters Evelyn and Audrey, and, as a family, they have strengthened BSS
through numerous volunteer responsibilities and philanthropic support. Theresa has been active in a vari-
ety of activities at BSS. She initiated and ran Good Deeds Day, she organized monthly community service
projects for our teens, and she’s been a committed member of the Social Action Committee.

In addition to her devotion of time, Theresa has supported several synagogue programs with charitable donations. Per-
haps closest to her heart is the Madrichim program that engages post B’nai Mitzvah teenagers as Religious School
teaching assistants. When Theresa learned that the program was at risk of ending because of a lack of funds, she
stepped in with financial support. The Madrichim program was ideally suited to address an issue of concern to Theresa:
the vulnerable period following the B’Nai Mitzvah year. Theresa explains, “Our children need a place in a religious com-
munity to support continuity - they need encouragement and incentives to stay engaged, to feel that this is a place they
can come for connection, with questions, with energy, and to see themselves as role models for younger kids and
peers.” We are deeply honored that Theresa has financially sponsored this important program for the past 4 years. “I
can’t imagine a better investment of time and money than investing in our BSS community.”

CATCH THE FEVER

7 Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information



UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

INFORMATION ON HOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS WILL BE
AVATLABLE IN THE BSS ENEWS STARTING MARCH 5, 2014

10 Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information



UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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YAHRZEITS

March 2019

3/2/19 Doris L. Fogler, mother of Dawn Cohen

3/4/19 John H. Mandel, father of Joy Mandel

3/6/19 Dorothy Bernice Caplan, mother of Carl Caplan

3/8/19 Deborah J. Cohen, grandmother of Andy Cohen

3/12/19 Frances Kleinman, mother of Sheila Sachs

3/25/19 Alfred Wasserberger, father of Abe Wasserberger

3/26/19 Robert Weitz, father of Anne Hamburger

3/27/19 Barney M. Cohen, grandfather of Andy Cohen
Gayle Hafner, friend of Ethel Zelenske

3/28/19 Alan Morrison, father of Reed Morrison

| CONTRIBUTIONS 12/13/2018 THROUGH 2/27/2019

President's Discretionary Fund

Helene Breazeale in memory of Harry S. Cohen

Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in memory of Janet Richman
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in memory of Edward Margolis

Brick Campaign

Bernard Berkowitz

Paul & Ruth Rosenberg

Amy Rubin

Nancy Savage & Paul Levine
Stanley Scherr & William Magruder

Building Fund
Jeff & Beth Raymond in memory of Sonia Roman Cohen

Leadership Development Fund

Harold & Robin Tucker in memory of Janet Richman
Jean Raphael in memory of Janet Richman

Stanley & Dorah Brager in memory of Janet Richman

Library and Lifelong Learning Fund

Harold Weisbaum & Sharon Krevor-Weisbaum in memory of Hya Heine
Jim Gavelek & Taffy Raphael in memory of Janet Richman

Paul & Ruth Rosenberg in memory of Meyer Leonard Sterling

Paul & Ruth Rosenberg in memory of Samuel Rosenberg

Richard & Donna Neuworth in memory of Martin B. Neuworth

Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in memory of Paul Seid

Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in memory of Helen Margolis

Melvin Cohen Social Action Fund

Alison Hartman in memory of Adam Fishman
Alison Hartman in memory of Daniel Hartman
Miriam Lupien in memory of Seth Feinstein

Music and Worship Fund

Lissa Abrams and Abe Wasserberger in memory of Agi Rado
Lewis Berman in memory of Agi Rado

Helene Breazeale in memory of Saryana Lebedev

Helene Breazeale in memory of Agi Rado

Barbara Johnson in memory of Agi Rado

Russell and Leslie Seid Margolis in memory of Agi Rado

Abe Wasserberger in memory of Alfred Wasserberger

Ethel Zelenske in memory of Rachel Wax

Ethel Zelenske in memory of Agi Rado

April 2019

4/6/19 Solomon Brandt, father of Diane Stillman
Ana Hirsch, grandmother of Elisabeth Liebow
Dora Silber, grandmother of Lissa Abrams
4/7/19 Evelyn Speranza Pizzo, mother of Chris Hartstein
4/8/19 William Feeser, father of Scott Feeser
Harry Levine, grandfather of Lyn Watner
Ida Moskovitz, mother of Joyce Moskowith
4/11/19 Sylvia Dier, mother of Jeffrey Dier
4/12/19 David Carrey, father of Nancy Carrey-Beaver
4/17/19 Tillie Seid, grandmother of Leslie Seid Margolis
4/23/19 Simon Saklad, father of Sheila Morrison
Anna Sterling, mother of Anna Sterling and
grandmother of Sara Rybczynski
Samuel Sterling, father of Anna Sterling and
grandfather of Sara Rybczynski
4/25/19 Earl Nehl, father of Tim Nehl
4/28/19 Celia Levine, grandmother of Lyn Watner

Operating Fund

Bernard Berkowitz in memory of Judith Berkowitz

Danny & Cynthia Mendelson in memory of Janet Richman

Drs. Martin & Joanne Neff in memory of Albert Neff & Simon Klempna
Marc & Chris Hartstein in memory of George Zukof

Marc & Chris Hartstein in memory of Hya Heine

Robert Caplan in memory of Janet Richman

Marc Wernick in memory of Hya Heine and Agi Rado

Rose Ann Woldorf in memory of Janet Richman

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

Louis Black

Adrienne Leibovitz in appreciation of the naming ceremony for Lexi Berger
Joseph & Jacqueline Bershad in appreciation of Rabbi Gordon's support on
the death of Judy Freedman

Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman in appreciation of support from Rabbi Gor-
don on the death of Janet Richman

Eleanor Simon & Patrick O' Neall in memory of Wilbur Simon, Miriam Simon,
and Bill O'Neall

Ethel Zelenske in memory of Janet Richman

Stanley Scherr & William Magruder in memory of Harry Scherr

Zabner Youth Education Scholarship Fund
Alison Hartman in memory of Peter Clark
Hya Heine in memory of Howard Krevolin
Hya Heine in memory of Mark Levine

Hya Heine in memory of Mildred Watner
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CALENDAR

MARCH 2019 APRIL 2019
1 6:00PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon with Cantor 2 7:00PM  Membership Engagement Committee Meeting
Karen Webber :
3  7:00PM Monthly Mahj Madness
7:00PM  Pot-luck . .
5 6:00PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and Cantor
2  9:30AM  Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon Karen Webber
3 9:00AM Religious School 7:00PM  Pot-luck
9:30 AM  Spiritual Resistance: The Prophetic Voice with Rabbi | || g 9-30 AM Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon
Andy Gordon
7 Good Deeds Day
5 T7:.00PM Membership Engagement Committee Meeting .
9:00 AM  Religious School
6 7:00PM  Monthly Mahj Madness
9:30 AM  Tots Sunday
7 T:00PM  Group of Ten . . .
10 7:00PM Religious Culture Committee Meeting
8 T7:30PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon and
Keith Adams 11 6:30PM LGBTQ Seder
9 9:30AM  Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon 12 5:30PM  Tot Shabbat
8:00PM  Teen Ice Skating event 7:30 PM  Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon with
10 900AM Religious School Caqtorial Student Emily Simkin and Dalet/Hey Vav/
Zayin classes
1:30 PM  From Bach to Bloch Music for Flute and Piano . .
13 10:30 AM Spencer Steinmetz Bar Mitzvah
15 7:30PM  Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon with 7.00PM__ Teen Proaram with Emilv Simkin
Cantorial Student Emily Simkin and Shir Chadash : g y
: 14 9:00 AM  Religious School
16 10:30 AM Ben Caplan’s Bar Mitzvah
— 9:30 AM  Rosh Hodesh with Emily Simkin
17 9:00 AM  Religious School
11:00 AM Kids Chocolate Seder
9:30 AM  Tots Sunday
, , 17 7:00 PM  Executive Committee Meeting
10:00 AM  Purim Service
11:00 AM_ Purim Carnival 18 7:00PM  Finance Committee Meeting
22 T7:30PM  Shabbat Service led Rabbi Andy Gordon 19 First Night of Passover/NO SHABBAT SERVICE
23 9:30AM  Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon 20 ©:00PM__ Community Second Night Seder
21 NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
9:30 AM  Tot Shabbat
: : 24 T7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting
7:30 PM  Adult Purim Spiel
— 26 7:30 PM  Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon and Shir
24 9:00 AM  Religious School
Chadash
9:30 AM Lgarn abo.ut Mishkan T'filah: The Reform Prayerbook 97 10:00 AM  Yizkor & Passover Service
with Rabbi Andy Gordon
28 9:00 AM  Religious School
27 T7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting
29 T7:30PM  Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon, Mark
Giuliano, and Leslie Margolis
31 9:.00AM Religious School
15 Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information
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