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From Rabbi Gordon 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Often, when we think about Hanukkah, we reflect upon 

the menorah and the miracle of lights. We even call this 

holiday, the Festival of Lights! Yet, Hanukkah literally 

means “rededication.” Hanukkah is a moment to 

rededicate our lives to Judaism. 

Long ago, the Maccabees fought valiantly against the 

Syrian Greek Army and finally prevailed just as winter 

was approaching. They arrived in Jerusalem, cleaning 

and cleansing the Temple to make it holy once again. 

The Maccabees missed celebrating their favorite holiday 

of Sukkot and were unable to gather in Jerusalem that 

year to celebrate the eight-day festival. Instead, they 

remarked in the Book of Maccabees, “The Festival of 

Sukkot was celebrated in the month of Kislev instead of 

the month of Tishrei.”  They just moved their celebration 

of Sukkot from the fall into the winter because that was 

when the opportunity became available. 

That initial Hanukkah was a moment to rededicate the 

Temple and to celebrate the holiday of Sukkot in a new, 

even more profound way. In rededicating the Temple, the 

Maccabees took what was old, Sukkot, and made it new, 

Hanukkah. 

Over these next few weeks, Bolton Street Synagogue will 

also be building upon our past and making it new, 

through two very special dedication ceremonies.  You 

may have noticed some beautiful changes to our building 

during recent weeks! This past summer, we refurbished 

our synagogue and our beautiful sanctuary. New carpet 

in the Social Hall, Sanctuary, and Lobby! New paint 

throughout the sanctuary and on the lobby ceiling. Gifts 

from a few generous donors, along with the support of 

our building and ground committee, helped make our 

building feel sparkling new.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Friday, November 16
th
, at 7:30pm for a 

rededication of our sanctuary. During our Shabbat 

service, we will unveil our new digs and thank those who 

supported us along this journey. 

But, that’s not all! You’ve also seen our beautiful new 

grounds. We have new plants and flowers around the 

building. We have a brand new sign, a refurbished 

parking lot, and a striking commemorative garden.  The 

garden will be a space to reflect, celebrate a simcha, and 

gather with friends. Bricks are being sold to 

commemorate a simcha or to remember a loved one. 

More information to purchase a brick can be found in this 

month’s Chaverim. 

Please join us on Sunday, December 16
th
, at 10am as we 

unveil the first round of bricks in our new commemorative 

garden along with a short service and celebration.    

As Hanukkah approaches, we often think about the 
miracle of light! We’ll light our Chanukkiyah and watch 
the flames flicker. May we also reflect upon the 
Maccabees who rededicated their lives to Judaism long 
ago. They transformed the Judaism they knew into a 
profound celebration that continues to be a significant 
part of our lives today. May we too, rededicate our lives 
to Judaism and to our Bolton Street Synagogue 
community. May we continue to remember our past. May 
we dedicate ourselves to the present. May we reflect 
upon our vision for the future. A very Happy Hanukkah to 
us all! 

 

In peace and blessing, 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy  

 

 

Rededicating Ourselves to the Future 
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From the President From the President 

From the President 

In October, we honored Joy Mandel at our annual volun-
teer appreciation Shabbat. When she spoke that evening, 
she described her path to becoming actively involved at 
Bolton Street and what has motivated her to stay involved. 
Among her many contributions and roles at Bolton Street, 
Joy is one of our past-presidents, so I thought it             
appropriate to share her words here in the president’s   
column. I hope you are inspired by her history of            
engagement! 
 
I have been thinking about why we volunteer and what 
meaning it has for us. For me it has been a voyage of    
discovery. It started many years ago when I felt something 
was missing in my life and realized it was a Jewish        
community. Around that time Tim and I decided to raise the 
boys as Jews. We enrolled in a program at Oheb for      
interfaith families. During one of our discussions, the rabbi 
asked, “What are you looking for?” A very good question - 
there were a variety of answers. When it was my turn, I 
said I was looking for a Jewish community that was like the 
churches you hear about that when one of their members 
is sick, everyone brings them food and supports them in 
whatever ways they can. We found that community when 
we walked into a BSS open house 20 years ago. The first 
person I met there was Karen Brown. She introduced us to 
the Rabbi Mona Decker. Within five minutes I knew we had 
found the right place.  
 
That started my volunteer journey through Bolton Street 
Synagogue. I have learned that the more you put into 
something the more you get back. I learned a lot being 
president. The most important lesson was to surround   
myself with people who had more experience and were 
smarter than me. And our community is full of those      
people. And they were more than willing to step up and 
help me. 
 
Volunteering here has also helped me to clarify my        
purpose in life - that sounds like a revelation, but it has 
come to me slowly. As you well know, one of Judaism’s 
primary pillars is tikun olam, repairing the world. I know I 
am not the sort of person who is going to run for political 
office or make grand changes in the world via business or 
technology. My comfort zone is dealing with people on a 
much smaller scale. If I can make someone’s life easier by 
bringing them a meal when they are just out of the hospital, 
that is what I will do. If I can greet a new visitor to Bolton 
Street and make them feel welcome, I will do that. Tim 

says I try to repair the world one meal at a time. That is my 
way of fulfilling the commandment of tikkun olam. 
 
None of my volunteering would be possible without the love 
and support of my beloved date for life, Tim. Tim also    
volunteers his time and efforts to BSS, in ways different 
from me, but equally as committed and valuable. When I 
was president Ben and Max were young teens. One night, 
Tim and I were getting ready to go to services when Max 
said to him, “Why are you going to services? You don’t 
have to go. You’re Catholic.” And Tim said to him, “Your 
mother is president of the synagogue and I am going to do 
everything I can to make sure she has a successful     
presidency.” I thought that was the most loving and sup-
portive response he could have given. And what an exam-
ple to set for our sons - we support each other in every-
thing we do.  
 
One more thing I heard at Bolton Street has had an impact 
on our lives. Many things have actually, but this one stands 
out. At a service, Jeannette Karpay talked about one of her 
relatives not wanting to use the good china because they 
were saving it for a special occasion. When does that   
special occasion happen? If not now, when? Think about 
that. When do you get involved? What are you waiting for?  
 
You all have heard me say many times that the primary 
reason I am at Bolton Street is because of the community. 
That’s true. This community is what it is because of the 
volunteer efforts of many people. We all contribute in ways 
great and small. That is who we are and part of what 
makes us special. I hope to be volunteering here as long 
as my decrepit knees will allow me to do so.  
 
 

Melissa Zieve invites  
Guest Columnist Joy Mandel 
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From the Director of Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Torah Portion Lech Lecha, we discover the 

meaning of “going forth to yourself” and learn about 

Abraham living a fulfilled life by following his heart and 

soul. In Religious School, we tell each student that we 

are here to support and guide them through their Jewish 

Journey. We teach them, just like Abraham, to follow and 

listen to their hearts and souls. We explain to them that 

each person has great potential, and it is our (the 

school’s, the teachers’, the families’) responsibility to 

teach them to use the tools (the Torah, the 613 mitzvot, 

and, of course, Jewish values) that will enable them to 

reach their full potential. As students navigate their days, 

enhance and develop their unique skills, and stay true to 

themselves, we teach them to turn to these “guide books” 

and learn to go forth to themselves.  

What I find most remarkable about teaching students to 

listen to their hearts and helping them to discover their 

true selves is how confident students feel in the way they 

incorporate Judaism into their lives. Students want to 

discuss with their classmates “their way,” but they 

understand that Judaism isn’t about “right” vs. “wrong” it 

is about “how.” How can we use the Torah to boost our 

unique skill sets? How can we use Jewish values to work 

together and create a better world?  

This year’s school journey has been off to a great start. 

Our students have been introduced to cantorial student 

Emily Simkin and our Israeli shinshin, Bar. We have 

welcomed a lot of new faces, refamiliarized ourselves 

with many returning faces, and the students have 

become comfortable with each other.  

During the next two months, we have a lot of exciting 

events coming up. On November 18
th
 and December 2

nd
 

the Ivy Book Store will have a “pop-up” shop in the lobby 

during Religious School hours, 9-12 pm, and the 

synagogue will receive a portion of the book sales. This is 

a great way to support our community and check off 

some friends and family from your Hanukkah gift list. In  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

addition to your Hanukkah gift list, this is a terrific time to 

support the Margaret Brent Elementary Middle School, a 

city school with which we have partnered. We will have 

their school “wish list” books and be collecting for them 

on this day. If you cannot make it and still want to 

purchase items off the list, contact me for a link to their 

Amazon wish list.   

Also on December 2
nd

, our community gift wrapping day 

will be paired with the Harriet Lane Clinic from 11am-

12pm. Keep an eye out for the wish list so these 

deserving families can have an enjoyable holiday. 

Thank you all for being a significant part of my Jewish 
Journey, and for trusting in the school and our Bolton 
Street Community to support yours and your family’s! 

 

Jillian Manko 

Director of Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shalom Families! 

November 18 and December 16 



 

5   Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information

Social Action Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

With all the tumult around us these days, it can be difficult to 
find the energy and enthusiasm to serve others. However, 
this is the mission of our Bolton Street Social Action     
Committee (SAC): to join with other congregants to make a 
positive impact on our community – locally, nationally and 
globally. During the holidays you may have noticed the big 
Social Action Committee board in the entrance of the Bolton 
Street Lobby. We are so excited to move into this year with 
opportunities for action that are flexible in terms of time 
commitment, age, and abilities.   

In mid-September we had our first monthly meeting of the 
BSS SAC, which included a great presentation from     
Sharicca Bolden, Community Coordinator for Margaret 
Brent Elementary Middle School. This community school, 
located in the heart of Charles Village, serves children and 
family from more than 40 countries with a wide-range of 
economic and social needs.  Working with Sharicca, we 
have identified short-term and long-term volunteer options 
(sign up at: http://tiny.cc/BSSSAC) including mural painting, 
clean up days (outside and inside), and becoming a regular 
volunteer as a lunch room or library assistant. For volun-
teers who will be in the school and/or working with the 
school on an ongoing basis, a background check is required 
and Sharicca can assist with that process. If you have  
questions – please contact Debra at                  
Debrabrownfelser@gmail.com. 

Of immediate need is the revitalization of their library –   
including a need for new books (hardcover pre-
ferred). Sharicca has generated a Bolton Street Amazon 
book wishlist (http://a.co/9Y50Ef6). If you are buying books 
for someone for the holidays, please consider buying extras 
for the students at Margaret Brent. Feel free to have books 
sent directly to the school or bring them to the book bins 
you will see in the Bolton Street lobby. 

In addition to our developing relationship with Margaret 
Brent, our Bolton Street “Group of 10” continues to meet 
monthly to advocate for passage of the Kirwan              
Commission. The Kirwan Commission report has laid out a 
set of concrete recommendations for improving education in 
Maryland and its passage is particularly important to       
Baltimore City students, who have disproportionately      
suffered from the limited budgets exacerbating economic 
and racial inequalities. The Group of 10 meets monthly 
and at each meeting we learn about a specific issue and 
then write letters to our delegates or the Commissioners. 
Karen Brown coordinates this effort, contact her 
at brownbalto@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, with the November elections, we hope that         
everyone voted and made your voice heard. Bolton Street 
Synagogue is a polling center and with funds from a recent 
grant, we sponsored a Party at the Polls on November 6.  

We invite you to get involved in activities that are meaning-
ful and can have an impact beyond our own walls. And we 
look forward to seeing you at one of our monthly meetings. 

 

Judy Bass and Debra Brown Felser  - SAC Co-Chairs 
 
 

mailto:Debrabrownfelser@gmail.com
http://a.co/9Y50Ef6
mailto:brownbalto@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events 
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Upcoming Events 
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 Upcoming events 

ROSH HODESH GROUP 

Join Cantorial Student Emily Simkin as she leads  

an intimate conversation on Jewish Spirituality  

Sundays 10:30  -  11:30 AM 

 

November 18 and  December 16, 2018 
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Contributions 08/11/2018 through 11/01/2018 

Commemorative Garden Brick Campaign 

 Lissa Abrams & Abe Wasserberger Jeanette & Ken Karpay 
 Judy Bass    Sharon Krevor-Weisbaum 
 Peter Berns & Melissa Zieve  Paul Levine 
 Peggy Brennecke & Mark Hyman Miriam Lupien 
 Karen & Bob Brown   Alexis & Doug Mogul 
 Vicki Cohen    Randi Reichel 
 Paige & Noam Finkelstein  Elaine Richman & Ralph Raphael 
 Rabbi Andy Gordon   Nancy Savage 
 Lois Gould    Russell & Leslie Seid Margolis 
 Marc & Amy Haluskha  Marisa & Adam Sheingate 
 Alison Hartman   Alexandra Weil 
 Sandy Hess   Ethel Zelenske 

 
Leadership Development Fund  

 Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman  in honor of the marriage of Leah Wissow & Jake Gomez  
 Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman  in honor of the marriage of Eli Berns-Zieve & Hilary May 
 Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman  in memory of Patti Eugenia Yaffe 

 
Library & Lifelong Learning  

 Paul & Ruth Rosenberg    in memory of Alan L. Rosenberg 
 

Melvin Cohen Social Action Fund 
 Joan & Jeffrey Dier    in memory of James H. Crumpton 
 Marc & Amy Halushka  in memory of Patti Eugenia Yaffe 
 Miriam Lupien    in memory of Arthur Feinstein 
 Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis  In memory of Rose Wiener 
 Bayla Weisbart    in memory of Peter Solomon 
 

Music & Worship Fund 
 Barbara Fenhagen 
 Edward Herskovits & Mary Louise Stover  in memory of Margaret Herzkovitz 
 Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman  in honor of the bar mitzvah of Seth Raymond 
 Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman  in honor of the marriage of Jesse & Stephen Carrey Chan 
 Nancy Savage    in memory of Patti Eugenia Yaffe 

 
Operating Fund 

 Barbara & Gary Anderson   in memory of Marion Kreshtool 
 Bernard Berkowitz    in memory of Charlotte Berkowitz 
 Nancy & Doug Carrey-Beaver   in memory of Betty Carrey 
 Barbara Fenhagen 
 Marc & Chris Hartstein   in honor of Rabbi Andy Gordon’s 1st year at BSS  
 Marc & Chris Hartstein   in memory of Gabe Hartstein 
 Marc & Chris Hartstein   in memory of Carole Leah Hartstein, Marc's mother 
 Marc & Chris Hartstein   in memory of Patti Eugenia Yaffe 
 Drs. Martin & Joanne Neff   in memory of Emma Moliver Nestel, Joanne's mother 
 Kat Raphael    in honor of Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman 
 Helen and William Reichel  
 Jeffrey Stern & Joyce Moskovitz   in memory of Bruce Stein & Milton Moskovitz 
 Sheila Thaler    in memory of Patti Eugenia Yaffe 
 Bayla Weisbart    in memory of James Weisbart 
 Harold Weisbaum & Sharon Krevor-Weisbaum 
 Ethel Zelenske    in memory of Morris Wax 

   
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

 Lissa Abrams & Abe Wasserberger  in memory of Patti Eugenia Yaffe 
 Bernard Berkowitz    in memory of Rachel Herz 
 Louis Blank 
 Carl & Joyce Caplan    in memory of Mildred Sisco, Joyce Caplan's mother 
 Michael & Catherine Gordon 
 Lauren Kelleher & Steve Goldstein 
 Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis  in memory of Patti Eugenia Yaffe 
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November 2018 
 

Hugo Ehrlich, grandfather of Marion Ehrlich  11/1/18  
Gabriel Hartstein, father of Marc Hartstein 
Jack Raphael, father of Ralph Raphael  11/2/18 
Rachel Herz, mother-in-law of Bernard Berkowitz  11/3/18 
Charles Brennecke, father of Peggy Brennecke 11/6/18 
Jack Hyman, father of Mark Hyman 
Ernest Herskovits, father of Edward Herskovits  11/9/18 
Arthur Feinstein, father of Miriam Lupien  11/10/18 
Bruce Stein, brother-in-law of Joyce Moskovitz 11/14/18 
Milton Moskovitz, father of Joyce Moskovitz  11/16/18 
Louis Kreshtool, father of Barbara Anderson  11/17/18 
Charlotte Berkowitz, mother of Bernard Berkowitz 11/22/18 
Edward Novick, father of Abe Novick  11/24/18 
Milton Baitman, father of Frank Baitman  11/25/18 
Emma Moliver, mother of Dr. Joanne Neff   11/26/18 
and grandmother of Ronnie Neff  
Gertrud Ehrlich, grandmother of Marion Ehrlich 11/28/18 
Marion Ehrlich, aunt of Marion Ehrlich 
Pepi Zielinski, mother of Ethel Zelenske 
Wilbur Simon, father of Eleanor Simon  11/29/18 
Alan Rosenberg, son of Paul and Ruth Rosenberg  11/30/18 
and brother of Sara Rybczynski  

December 2018 
 
Ruth Morrison, mother of Reed Morrison 12/1/18 
Randy Siegmeister, cousin of Lissa Abrams 12/2/18 
Albi Tallarico, father of Pat Gilstein  12/5/18 
Edward Sisco, uncle of Joyce Caplan 12/10/18 
Edith Solomon, mother of Bayla Weisbart 12/11/18 
Olivia Himmelfarb, aunt of Helene Breazeale 12/15/18 
Jean Saklad, mother of Sheila Morrison 12/16/18 
Evelyn Gilstein, mother of Saul Gilstein  12/17/18 
Miriam Simon, sister of Eleanor Simon 
Richard Schuck, father of Lane Zawacki 12/19/18 
Elaine K. Stern, step mother of Jeffrey Stern 
Kate McGready, sister of John McGready 12/20/18 
Eugene Gould, father of Lois Gould  12/21/18 
Dr. Martin Moliver, father of Dr. Joanne Neff 12/23/18 
and grandfather of Roni Neff  
Nancy Weishaar, sister of Tim Nehl  12/24/18 
Daniel Bakal, father of Carol Van Besien 12/27/18 
Helen Dalsheimer, grandmother of   12/29/18 
Nancy Savage  
Scott Carrey, nephew of    12/31/18 
Nancy Carrey-Beaver  
Janet Dalsheimer, daughter of Sandra Hess  
and sister of Nancy Savage  

If you are not receiving the weekly  BSS eNews 

 Please contact 

Hope Ratner @ 410.235.5354, ext. 100  or at   

hratner@boltonstreet.org 

Yahrzeits 
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CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER 2018 DECEMber 2018 

1 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon 

2 9:00 AM Religious School 

 10:30 AM Spiritual Resistance: The Prophetic Voice with 

Rabbi Andy Gordon  

 10:30 AM Holiday gift wrap for adopt-a-family  

4 7:30 PM Brew Ha Ha with Charmed City Tribe  

5 7:00 PM Monthly Mahj Madness 

7 6:00 PM Hanukkah Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon 
and Cantor Karen Webber  

 7:00 PM Hanukkah pot-luck  

8 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon 

9 9:00 AM Religious School 

14 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon with 

Cantorial Student Emily Simkin  

 7:30 PM Sendoff for Larry Wissow 

15 9:30 AM Tot Shabbat  

 9:30 AM Shabbat LaNeshama: A Shabbat Service of the 

Soul with Rabbi  Gordon & Emily Simkin  

 7:00 PM Teen/Madrichim evening with Cantorial Student 

Emily Simkin  

16 9:00 AM Religious School 

 9:30 AM Tots Sunday 

 10:00 AM Ceremonial Garden Brick Laying Dedication 

 10:30 AM Adult Rosh Hodesh with Cantorial Student Emily 

Simkin 

19 7:00 PM Board of Trustees Meeting 

21 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon  

25  Christmas  -  Building Closed all day 

28 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Sharon Krevor-Weisbaum 

and Mark Giuliano 

2 6:00 PM 
Solidarity Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and 

Cantor Karen Webber  

3 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon 

4 9:00 AM Religious School 

 10:00 AM 
New Member Brunch at Joy Mandel and Tim Nehl's 
home 

 10:00 AM Canvassing to Get Out the Vote  

6 3:00 PM BSS Precinct Poll Party  

7 7:00 PM Monthly Mahj Madness 

9 7:30 PM 
Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and Keith 

Adams and J Street U Speaks at BSS  

10 9:30 AM 
Taking Hold of Torah with Rabbi Andy Gordon with 

Rabbi Andy Gordon  

11 9:00 AM Religious School 

 9:00 AM Kehilliah meeting 

 10:30 AM 
Spiritual Resistance: The Prophetic Voice with Rabbi 

Andy Gordon  

14 7:00 PM Social Action Committee Meeting 

16 5:30 PM Tot Shabbat with JCC’s GOT SHABBAT 

 7:30 PM 

Shabbat Service & Sanctuary Rededication led by 

Rabbi Andy Gordon with Cantorial Student Emily 

Simkin & Shir Cadash 

 9:30 PM Young Professionals Meeting at Alonso’s 

17 9:30 AM 
Simchat Shabbat by Rabbi Andy Gordon with 

Cantorial Student Emily Simkin  

18 9:00 AM Religious School 

 9:30 AM Tots Sunday 

 10:30 AM Adult Rosh Hodesh with Emily Simkin  

22  Thanksgiving  -  Building closed all day 

23  Day after Thanksgiving—office closed 

 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Dena Shaffer  

28 7:00 PM Board of Trustees Meeting 

30 7:30 PM 
Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and Keith 

Adams  
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 Operating Fund 

Melvin Cohen Social Action Fund 

President’s Discretionary Fund 

Leadership Development Fund 

Library and Lifelong Learning Fund 

Mike Zabner Youth Education Scholarship Fund 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Music and Worship Fund 

212 W. Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore, MD 21210 


