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From Rabbi Gordon 

Taking the Time to... 

We Jews really like to joke that the holidays are either 
early or late; they never seem to fall on time!  Well, this 
year they are REALLY late! Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur both fall during the month of October, towards the 
later end of the High Holy Day window. One of the 
benefits of the Holidays late arrival is that we have more 
time to prepare for them. Over the last couple of years, 
we’ve been buying our round challahs, making matzah 
ball soup, dressing in our finest, and running off to Bolton 
Street towards the beginning of September. We barely 
had time to adjust from the end of the summer or the 
start of the school year before the holidays were upon us. 
 

Jewish tradition teaches that we need the days and 
weeks prior to the holiest days of the year to prepare for 
their arrival. Elul, the last month of the Jewish calendar, 
is considered to be one of the holiest times of the year. 
These four weeks officially begin the High Holy Day 
season. In most years, Elul falls smack dab in the middle 
of August.  We rush to buy school supplies, take those 
last vacations of the summer, and prepare for the year 
ahead, that Elul often goes unnoticed. But not this year! 

 

Elul officially begins on Sunday, September 1
st
, at the tail 

end of the Labor Day weekend. The late start provides us 
with the time to do things a little bit differently this year. 
The rabbis remind us that change is difficult.  We know in 
our heart of hearts that we can’t change our behavior 
solely during the few hours we spend at  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

synagogue. We recognize that there are so many forces 
around us, including our own inertia, that makes change 
challenging. That’s why we have Elul. From the start of 
Elul till the end of Yom Kippur, are forty days, filled with 
boundless opportunities to impact not only our lives, but 
those around us. 

 

We know what steps we must do to change our lives for 
the better. Taking time to reflect; jotting down our 
thoughts in a journal (or on our cell phone); taking some 
private moments to pray; giving tzedakah; and preparing 
for our time at synagogue. The rabbis teach that our 
most important responsibility during the High Holy Days 
is called Cheshbon HaNefesh, the accounting of our 
souls. May we take the gift of these late days of Elul to 
prepare for the holidays’ arrival. May we find a few 
prayerful moments to reflect, journal, and account for our 
mistakes. May our individual introspection lead us to 
improve, not only our lives, but the lives of all those that 
surround us. May it be a meaningful Elul for us all! 

 
 
 
 

 
Andy  
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From the President From the President 

From the President 

I'm writing this column from Portland, Oregon, where my 
husband Ralph Raphael and I are visiting our children and 
grandchildren. An article in today's Baltimore Sun was a 
reminder of how closely we're all connected despite being 
2800 miles apart. The Sun article is entitled, "Ore. Braces 
for Far-right Rally and Counter Protest." The same right-
wing groups are expected that showed up in 2017 for the 
violent Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville, VA. It's hard 
to reconcile the comforting wine-tasting culture of Portland 
with the hate.  

 

As Bolton Street Synagogue president, I'm learning more 
and more that people come to our spiritual home to help 
reconcile the same stress between wanting a warm       
experience and a need to oppose injustice. "If you're     
interested in a synagogue that practices social justice,  
Bolton Street is the place to go," a couple with two young 
children recently said to me at Shabbat services. They are 
looking for a religious school for their children and a     
community for themselves where their passion for social 
justice is matched by action.  
 

The Social Action Committee (SAC), led by Debra Brown-
Felser and Judy Bass, is going non-stop helping improve 
education for Baltimore school children, supporting the 
rights of immigrants, providing food to a homeless  shelter, 
and more, sometimes on our own and sometimes in     
partnership with likeminded groups. On July 12, Rabbi 
Gordon spoke to a crowd of hundreds at a 
downtown Baltimore rally and march   
opposing ICE, surrounded by many  
members of Bolton Street and friends 
from across the city. On August 11,     
several of us participated in a Tisha B'Av 
action at the Howard County Detention 
Center in Jessup, MD, opposing          
immigrant detention camps and family 
separation. Right now, a Bolton Street 
team is planning a trip to the southern 
border as part of a HIAS initiative to     
provide legal advice to people waiting to 
enter the US from Mexico. These         
activities by no means preclude our     
internal social action activities supporting 
our own members and staff who need a 
loving, helping hand.  
 

Plus, to supercharge our efforts with the 
at-large Baltimore community, we're    
joining BUILD, working together for a   

better Baltimore through workforce development, strategic 
partnerships, and political advocacy. 
 

The Bolton Street Synagogue mission statement rests next 
to my desk as a reminder of our reason for existing, our 
raison d'être:  "To be an inclusive Jewish home for the  
diverse Baltimore community engaging in spirituality, 
friendship, learning, and social justice." Thanks to staff, 
volunteers from the congregation, and others who support 
Bolton Street in their own personal way, we are faithfully 
working on fulfilling our mission.  
 

I'm proud to say that we're doing well on all counts. My 
hope is that you've found or will find the right niche for 
yourself at Bolton Street.  

 

The High Holy Days are coming soon. I'm thinking about 
my speech. Maybe it will be about the invigorating effect of 
good gatherings. Ralph and I are looking forward to a 
meaningful and comforting gathering with you. 

 

L’shalom, 

 
 
 

Elaine 
 

From the President 

 



 

4   Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information

From the President From the President 

From the director of education 

It is hard to believe another summer is in the books! I hope 

you are ready like I am to be back in school and starting 

our Sunday mornings celebrating Havdalah together! Our 

first day of school will be September 8
th
 at 9:00am. We will 

join together for a service project and BBQ at 11:00am.       

Parents are encouraged to join us for the BBQ to see old 

and new friends.  

 

The following week, September 15
th
, we will have our   

Parents Back to School day where parents have the      

opportunity to meet their student’s teacher and learn about 

their curriculum. Parents should arrive at 11:00am on this 

day.  

This year we have a few weeks of learning before High 

Holidays. Please see the High Holiday schedule on the 

next page and note that on September 29
th
 we will meet at 

4:30pm for  Rosh Hashanah in the Meadow, and on      

October 13th, we will meet at 4:30pm also for learning and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

activities followed by a potluck. We will be meeting at 

4:30pm on both days in lieu of usual school hours.  

The following week, on October 20
th
, we will be celebrating 

Simchat Torah at 10:30am, but will meet for normal school 

hours at 9:00am. We welcome all our members, not just 

those with families in theschool to join us, as we dance and 

celebrate the Torah. Together we will read the last Torah 

verses, and then begin chanting the first Torah verses to-

gether. This is a beautiful day to celebrate ending and then 

restarting the Torah cycle together, as a community.  

Please see the flyers to reinforce the schedule of events 

and feel free to be in touch with any questions you may 

have. I am thrilled to begin another fantastic year together! 

Best, 

 

Jillian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious School Year begins! 
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High Holy Days 5780 schedule 

 

 Community Selichot 
Saturday, September 21 
7:30 PM  Desserts & Honey Cake Competition 
8:30 PM Drumming with Jason Baker 
9:30 PM  Selichot Service 
  
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service & Picnic in the Meadow  
Sunday, September 29 
4:30 PM Picnic in the Meadow. Bring your own picnic  
or purchase a boxed dinner for $12.50. To order, go to 
www.boltonstreet.org/worship/high-holy-days2019  
or send a check with your order choices to:  
  Administrator 

Bolton Street Synagogue 
212 W. Cold Spring Lane 
Baltimore, MD 21210  

Orders due by September 24. 
5:30 PM  Musical prelude 
5:45 PM  Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 
  
Rosh Hashanah Day One 
Monday, September 30 
9:00 AM  Rosh Hashanah Service* 
9:45 AM  Torah Service* 
10:00 AM  Child/Youth Program & Service*  
  PARENTS WELCOME  
12:00 PM  Tashlich Service* 
12:30 PM  Reception in our Social Hall* 
 2:30 PM  Rosh Hashanah Family Service  
  FREE & OPEN TO ALL 
  
Rosh Hashanah Day Two 
Tuesday, October 1 
 9:00 AM  Rosh Hashanah Day II Service 
11:30 AM  Reception in our Social Hall 
  
Erev Yom Kippur  &  Kol Nidre 
Tuesday, October 8 
6:45 PM   Musical Prelude with Gita Ladd &  
 Lewis Berman* 
7:15  PM  Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur Evening Service* 
  
Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, October 9 
9:00 AM  Yom Kippur Morning Service* 
9:45 AM  Torah Service* 
10:00 AM  Child/Youth Program & Service*         
  PARENTS WELCOME 
12:00 PM  Yizkor Service* 
2:30 PM  Adult Study Session 
2:30 PM  Yom Kippur Family Service  
  FREE & OPEN TO ALL 
4:00 PM  Afternoon Service 
4:45 PM  Healing Service 
5:30 PM  Ne’ilah Service 
6:30 PM  Shofar Blast and Havdalah 
6:45 PM  Break Fast* 
 
Break Fast 
BSS provides drinks, bagels, fruit, tuna, and egg salad. 
Please contribute a dessert, kugel, or side dish (dairy  
only) to share. 
 
  

 Community Erev Sukkot 
Sunday, October 13 
4:30 PM  Sukkot Activities/Study Session ALL AGES 
5:15 PM  Inter-generational Sukkkot Service 
6:00 PM  Potluck Dinner in Sukkah 
  
Community Simchat Torah 
Sunday, October 20 
10:30 AM  Community Simchat Torah celebration 
  
Shemini Atzeret /Yizkor   
Monday, October 21 
7:30 AM  Yizkor Service 
 

High Holy Days Parking 

Parking will be available at Cathedral of Mary Our 
Queen, 2500 North Charles Street, between Wyndhurst 
Ave. and Northern Parkway, just north of Friend’s 
School. PLEASE use the lower parking lot and note 
that the top tier and the yellow number spaces are 
not available during the day. Loyola shuttle busses will 
leave for the synagogue, every 15 minutes with a travel 
time of 5 minutes. Shuttles will be marked “Cathedral-
Newman” and will drop off and pick up at Newman 
Towers, a short walk from BSS (there is a modest hill).  

As a new security measure, we will only be using the 
front doors this year. Please remember to bring your 
tickets to be shown at reception. 
 
The Loyola Cathedral lot shuttles will be available from 
Cathedral of Mary Our Queen for: 

Rosh Hashanah Day One 
Monday, September 30 (8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.) 

Erev Yom Kippur 
Tuesday, October 8 (5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.),  

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, October 9 (8:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.). 

Please help us honor our pledge to the Evergreen and 
Keswick communities by not parking on side streets near 
the synagogue. Parking on the lot directly in front of BSS 
is very limited and will be reserved for members needing 
assistance.  
 

To reserve a spot contact Justine at 
jabel@boltonstreet.org or 410.235.5354. 

 

* Tickets needed for starred services.  
 
To purchase additional tickets go to: 
www.boltonstreet.org/worship/high-holy-days-2019  
or send your order to: 

Administrator 
Bolton Street Synagogue 
212 W. Cold Spring Lane 
Baltimore, MD 21210  
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News & upcoming events 

 

This summer Bolton Street Synagogue members have 
been engaged in social action through advocacy for social 
justice. We have participated in numerous events in    
collaboration with the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), 
Jews United for Justice (JUfJ) and other area synagogues 
and allies. As the US news continues to distress and the 
risk for vulnerable immigrants – whether by our           
government or by regular citizens – increases, we       
continue to stand up and say we will not allow these 
things to continue in our name. 

  

In May, Rabbi Gordon, Melissa Zieve, Ethel Zelenske and 
Judy Bass represented BSS at the URJ Religious Action 
Committee Consultation on Conscience in DC. We joined 
with congregational leadership and membership from 
across the Reform movement to build organizing and  
advocacy skills and deepen our commitment to Tikun 
Olam. 

 

In July, we joined JUfJ, CASA, and other organizations in 
the national Lights for Liberty Vigil to support immigrant 
families and to call for the end of child detention by ICE. 
Rabbi Gordon led a moving shabbat candle lighting     
ceremony at the Inner Harbor before we all marched to 
the Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) offices in Hopkins 
Square. 

 

In the heat of the summer at Art Scape, we joined more 
than 100 activists joined in a protest organized by JUfJ to 
raise awareness about ICE actions and highlight two 
Artscape sponsors who have ties to ICE: Johns Hopkins 
University and PNC Bank. Read more about it in the  Bal-
timore Sun (https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/
baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-jews-against-ice-rally-20190721-
hpi6fp6difh5pbdxekxnoteuyu-story.html) 

 

And on Sunday, August 11
th
, we gathered at the Howard 

County Detention Center for a Tisha B’Av #Closethe-
Camps rally to collectively mourn the treatment of        
immigrants in our country. Together with Jews and allies 
throughout Maryland we demonstrated publicly that we 
will not turn our backs on refugees arriving in our country 
or on our immigrant neighbors already here. Similar Tisha 
B’Av events were held in over 50 cities throughout the 
country. 

 

The next SAC meeting will be September 17  when we 
will discuss our agenda for next year. We encourage all 
members to attend. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/closethecamps
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/closethecamps
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News & upcoming events 
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News & upcoming events 
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News & upcoming events 

 



 

10   Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information

 

Yahrzeits 

September 2019 October 2019 

Contributions 6/21/2019 through 8/23/2019 

Library and Lifelong Learning  Fund 
Alison Hartman in memory of Joyce Hartman, mother of Alison Hartman 
Paul & Ruth Rosenberg n memory of Sylvia Weiner,   
 sister of Ruth Rosenberg 
 
Melvin Cohen Social Action Fund 
Rebecca Alford & Andrew Ross in memory of Timothy Kelleher,  
 father of Lauren Kelleher 
Miriam Lupien in memory of Bobbie Feinstein, mother of Miriam Lupien 
 
Music and Worship Fund 
David & Anne Hamburger in memory of Dorothy Weitz,  
 mother of Anne Hamburger 
David & Anne Hamburger in memory of Beatrice Hamburger, 
 mother of David Hamburger 
David & Anne Hamburger n memory of Herbert Hamburger,  
 father of David Hamburger 
 
President's Discretionary Fund 
Peter Berns & Melissa Zieve in honor of Elaine Richman's presidency 
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis n honor of Melissa Zieve,  
 president 2017 - 19 
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in honor of the new president,  
 Elaine Richman 
David & Lesley Raphael in honor of Elaine Richman's presidency 
Cyndy Renoff & George Tater in honor of Elaine Richman's presidency 
Caren & Alan Schein in honor of Elaine Richman's presidency 
Alexandra Weil in memory of Herbert Weil 
 

Operating Fund 
Bernard Berkowitz in memory of Isydor Herz,  
 father-in-law of Bernard Berkowitz 
Amy & Marc Halushka in memory of Robert Rosewater,  
 father of Amy Halushka 
Marc & Chris Hartstein in memory of Jean Pendelton,  
 aunt of Chris Hartstein 
Wendy Jachman  
William Judges in memory of Agi Rado 
Stanley Scherr & William Magruder in memory of Rose Belkowitz Scherr, 
 mother of Stanley Scherr 
Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman  
Damie & Diane Stillman in memory of Ruth Brandt,  
 mother of Diane Stillman 
 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
Randi Reichel & John Benner in memory of Evelyn Reichel 
Helene Breazeale in memory of Allan J. Caplan 
Alaine Jolicoeur in thanks for the Rabbi's support in becoming  
 a Jew by Choice  
Michael & Gladys Marcus in memory Sarah & Sam Gubner,  
 grandparents of Shelley Marcus Walton 
Theodore Oshrine in thanks for the Rabbi’s decision-making help 
 
Zabner Youth Education Scholarship Fund 
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis in memory of Nathan Seid, 
 grandfather of Leslie Seid Margolis 
 
 

09/01/2019 Elsie Schwartzstein, mother of Sheila Thaler 
09/01/2019 Rozia Stolzenberg, grandmother of  
  Allison Gutwillig 
09/03/2019 Lennard Wissow, father of Larry Wissow 
09/07/2019 Philip Zieve, father of Melissa Zieve 
09/08/2019 Carol Leah Hartstein, mother of  
  Marc Hartstein 
09/10/2019 Margaret Herskovits, mother of  
  Edward Herskovits 
09/15/2019 Herbert Hamburger, father of  
  David Hamburger 
09/15/2019 Hilary Kilberg, aunt of Melissa Zieve 
09/19/2019 Pearl Neff, mother of Martin Neff and  
  grandmother of Roni Neff 
09/20/2019 Betty Carrey, mother of Nancy Carrey-Beaver 
09/21/2019 James Weisbart , husband of Bayla Weisbart 
09/22/2019 Elaine Wissow, mother of Larry Wissow 
09/25/2019 Hugo Dalsheimer, grandfather of  
  Nancy Savage 
09/28/2019 James Crumpton, father of Joan Dier 
09/28/2019 Elliot Liebow, father of Elisabeth Liebow 
09/29/2019 Robert Rosewater, father of Amy Halushka 

10/08/2019 Patti Brennecke, mother of Peggy Brennecke 
10/08/2019 Morris Wax, cousin of Ethel Zelenske 
10/08/2019 Rose Weiner, grandmother of  
  Leslie Seid Margolis 
10/10/2019 Ruth Gelber, aunt of Karen Brown 
10/12/2019 Roslyn Berns, mother of Peter Berns 
10/14/2019 Esther Rothman, grandmother of  
  Aaron Schneiderman 
10/14/2019 Peter Solomon, brother of Bayla Weisbart 
10/14/2019 Ceil Zukof, grandmother of Marc Hartstein 
10/15/2019 Thelma Neuworth, mother of  
  Richard Neuworth 
10/19/2019 Jay Berger, father of Lisa Berger 
10/24/2019 Patti (Genie) Yaffe, sister of Peggy Brennecke 
10/27/2019 Gill Blonsley, husband of Linda Blonsley 
10/27/2019 Bertha Liebow, grandmother of  
  Elisabeth Liebow 
10/29/2019 Ronald Bershad, father of Joseph Bershad 
10/29/2019 Sylvia Offenhartz, grandmother of  
  Allison Gutwillig  
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CALENDAR 

4 7:00 PM Monthly Mahj Madness 

 7:00 PM Teen Ice Cream Social 

6 6:00 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and Cantor 
Karen Webber 

 7:00 PM Potluck dinner 

7 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

8 9:00 AM 1st day of Religious School 

 11:00 AM Back to School BBQ 

13 6:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and Keith 
Adams 

15 9:00 AM Religious school 

 9:30 AM Tot Program 

 11:15 AM Back to School Day 

17 7:00 PM Social Action Committee meeting 

19 6:00 PM BUILD Training 

 7:00 PM Membership Engagement Committee meeting 

20 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and Shir 

Chadash 

21 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

  Community Selichot activities, please see page 5 

22 9:00 AM Religious school 

 9:30 AM Hebrew Class information session 

 10:30 AM Confirmation class 

25 7:00 PM Board of Trustees meeting 

27 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon and Keith 
Adams 

29/

30/

1 

 Rosh Hashanah services, please see page 5 

September 2019 October 2019 

2 7:00 PM Monthly Mahj Madness 

4 6:00 PM Shabbat Shuvah Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon 

and Cantor Karen Webber 

 7:00 PM Potluck 

6 9:00 AM Religious school 

8/9  Yom Kippur services, please see page 5 

11 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon  

12 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

13  Sukkot services, please see page 5 

17 7:00 PM Membership Engagement Committee meeting 

18 7:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon and 

Keith Adams 

 8:30 PM Oneg in the Sukkah 

20 9:00 AM Religious school 

 9:30 AM Tot Program 

 10:30 AM  Simchat Torah Services & Celebration w/Shir 

Chadash 

21 7:30 AM Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor Service 

23 7:00 PM Board of Trustees meeting 

25 6:30 PM Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Andy Gordon and 

Keith Adams 

26 9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

27 9:00 AM Religious School 

 9:30 AM Hebrew class 

 10:30 AM Confirmation class 

If you are not receiving the weekly  BSS eNews 

 Please contact 

Justine Abel @ 410.235.5354, ext. 101  or at   

jabel@boltonstreet.org 
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212 W. Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore, MD 21210 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO COMMEMORATE AN EVENT SUCH AS A BIRTH,  

MARRIAGE, BAR OR BAT MITZVAH OR OTHER SPECIAL OCCASION, OR   

CELEBRATE THE LIFE AND MEMORY OF A SPECIAL PERSON IN YOUR LIFE, 

BRICKS CAN BE ENGRAVED WITH A PERSONAL MESSAGE AND PLACED IN 

THE PATIO IN THE GARDEN. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND HOW TO ORDER: 

CONTACT THE BSS ADMINISTRATION OFFICE @ 410.235.5354 OR           

JABEL@BOLTONSTREET.ORG 


