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From Rabbi Gordon

High Holy Days 5781/2020
Celebrate, Pray, connect
The High Holy Days arrive at a time of deep
challenge as coronavirus impacts every aspect of
our lives and as our country continues the fight
against racism and injustice. For the first time during
our lifetime, we will be unable to gather physically
together for Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur.
Throughout the ages, our people have overcome
challenges even greater than this moment and I am
comforted that we can find solace and strength
through our ancient words and timeless traditions.
This year we will be Home for the Holy Days and we
encourage you to create a sacred space in your
home. Although the High Holy Days will be quite
different from years past, we have planned online
services that will focus on the values of gathering
together in community, allowing music to be a
gateway to personal growth, and rediscovering the
warmth and comfort of our BSS traditions. As we
celebrate the New Year 5781, may our spirits be
uplifted, may we find strength to live to the
challenge of this moment, and may we glean a
sense of optimism for the future.
- Rabbi Andy Gordon

larger community. One of the benefits of Zoom is
that we will be able to see each other’s faces during
the service and even talk via the chat feature. We
encourage you to keep your video on during the
service, so we can see and pray with you. We want
to see you!
We also encourage you to think about your physical
space. How can you make your home into a
sanctuary, a place of sacredness and grandeur?
Could you add flowers to your table? Could you
move to a comfortable room in your house? Make
this year’s Home at the Holy Days a sacred and
spiritual space for you and loved ones.
TIPS: Throughout the information on pages 6-7,
there are TIPS to help provide you with an
opportunity to make each moment a meaningful
one. We hope that these TIPS will provide you with
ways to connect to our BSS community and to our
ancient traditions.
B’shalom,

Journey Through the High Holy Days
Our services will be held entirely over the electronic
platform Zoom. Most of our service blocks will be no
longer than one hour in length. If you can, we
encourage you to arrive a few minutes early to
welcome old and new friends and to get situated.
During Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we will
have 15- or 30-minute stretch breaks between
services. This will help break-up the length of the
day and provide you with time to move around or
take a short walk. Our Zoom room will be open
allowing you opportunity to chat and gather in
community.
There are many services this year throughout the 10
days of Repentance and before and after the
holidays. We encourage you to try a new service
this year and to join us for as much or as little as is
comfortable.

Join Rabbi Gordon for a Tuesday morning check-in
and meditation experience. We'll gather at 8:00 AM
for chanting, prayers of healing, meditation, and time
to reflect as the day begins.
Check BSS emails for upcoming gatherings.

We know that part of the grandeur of the holidays is
being in our sanctuary dressing up, and seeing the
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From the President

From the President
Voting
Right now a helicopter is flying overhead while I’m in
downtown Baltimore staying in a friend’s condo as the
inside of Ralph’s and my house is being painted. From
high above, the helicopter crew sees a vast expanse of
the city. It’s a strong reminder that we all live in our own
small world within a much larger one.
Swirling around in my head is a lot more than
helicopters and paint colors. Top of the list are
preparations for our High Holy Days, which are going
swimmingly, and voting rights.

partners to help people register to vote, apply for their
ballot online, and submit their ballot to be counted. We’ll
also be crafting a strong message reminding elected
officials that we expect accessible mail boxes and ballot
boxes in every neighborhood.
Many Jewish organizations across the US are building
campaigns to promote democracy. I invite everyone
who is interested to find a role. Please contact me at
president@boltonstreet.org or Randi Reichel at
rreichel4@gmail.com. We have a job to do!

The helicopter is still circling overhead. I envision people
From
the President
Let me tell you, with Rabbi Gordon at the helm
and the
Religious Culture Committee doing wonderful work, we voting as far as the eye can see. When we’re together in
person again, I want to invite you all to my house to
should all be prepared to celebrate the holidays in a
celebrate the success of BSS and, I sincerely hope,
special COVID-19 driven and unique BSS style. It’s
democracy, and to see our new wall colors.
going to be splendid.
(It is also going to be rather costly because of new
features for remote viewing and participation. I
encourage everyone who is waiting to pay their 20202021 dues to please do so. Feel free to contact me to
discuss. Non-members are welcome at our High Holy
Day events, of course. In a departure from years past,
there will be no fee for tickets, but we encourage visitors
to consider the age-old tradition of making a donation to
the host institution. (See information on pg. 6.)
While I have no doubt about the success of our High
Holy Day services, I do have major worries about the
fairness of the 2020 elections. I’m not alone. In a single
day last week, I heard from six different Bolton Street
Synagogue members asking how we plan to work on
voting rights, or to offer to set up a committee to get
things going, or wondering how to join a postcard-writing
campaign reminding people that voting is essential to
democracy.

“If you see something that is not right, not fair, not just,
you have a moral obligation to do something about it.”
Rep. John Lewis (D, GA) said, in May 2016, at
Washington University in St. Louis, MO.
"Our security comes in our solidarity. Our safety comes
through our democracy." Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner,
Director of the Religious Action Center, at the 2019 URJ
Biennial in Chicago.
Shalom,

The Board of Elections has used Bolton Street
Synagogue as a polling station for several years. This
year, however, we and many others declined to
participate because the Board of Elections failed to
provide adequate funding to assure a safe and healthy
setting.
Bolton Street Synagogue intends to make an impact on
election fairness in other ways. By the time you read this
issue of Chaverim, a Social Action Committee team
being led by our Board Secretary Randi Reichel will
have rolled out a plan for engaging with our community
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From the Director of Education

Religious School News
Summer has flown by and we are getting ready to
welcome everyone to Bolton Street Synagogue
Religious School!

We have spent much of the summer exploring
curricula and learning how to use the technology to
enhance our instruction and build community. Even
while we are online, our students will have music with
The teachers and I have been working throughout the Nomi and time with our Shinshin. Keep an eye out for
weekly emails for ways to build on the learning your
summer to be ready to provide our students with
children are experiencing during class time. In
quality Jewish education that can be experienced
addition, while we are online, we will be providing
both online and in person.
small group Hebrew instruction. As we get closer to
the October 4 session,
We will kick-off our year on
look for an email
Sunday, September 13
From the President
assigning your child’s
with a Drive-in Family
Hebrew instruction
celebration. Please click
time. Grades Bet (2)
here to sign up for a time
Zayin (7) will have
slot for your family. You will
small Hebrew classes
meet the teachers,
either before Havdalah
participate in a school-wide
or after Minyan, in
project and receive a
addition to the Shalomwelcome kit that will
Learning class time.
include a borrowed copy of
the children’s High Holiday
While we meet online,
prayer book to use for our
our Shevet Achim
High Holiday services for
students (grades 8&9)
families.
will join the whole
school for minyan at
Our weekly Sunday
10:30am, and then will
sessions will begin on
have class with David
Sunday, October 4. Click
Speer, our Shinshin,
here for ShalomLearning Parent Info to learn more
Rabbi Gordon or me 10:55am -12:00pm.
about the curriculum we will be using this year for
both online and in-person instruction. For now, we
If you have not yet enrolled your child in religious
will be meeting weekly online. Our hope is that we
school for this year, please email me at
will be able to shift to in-person instruction at some
chermann@boltonstreet.org so we can be ready to
point in the school year. We are using the
start the school year together.
ShalomLearning curriculum so that we can easily
pivot to in-person instruction when it is safe to do so. Wishing you and your family a sweet and healthy
That decision will be guided by Baltimore City
New Year!
requirements, as well as guidance from the Bolton
Street Synagogue Corona Virus Task Force.
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Social Action Committee News
The members of the SAC continue to be active this summer, though less with in-person events and more
with Zoom-based discussions and organizing. We continue to grapple with the issue of racism nationally
and in our own communities – and what we can do to promote an anti-racist agenda and social justice.
Among the activities we are spearheading are:
•

A group of 20 congregants has been participating in a facilitated discussion of racism and anti-Black
perspectives guided by the book White Fragility. A video they watched on the myth of race is included
here. If you are interested in participating in these discussions, there will be another group started after
the High Holidays – please contact Debra Brown-Felser at debrabrownfelser@gmail.com.

•

A review of the call by Black Jews, Non-Black Jews of Color,
and allies to re-imagine what racial justice means in our
synagogue – guided by the obligations described in: https://
www.notfreetodesist.org. In recognizing that inclusion needs
to go beyond just conversations of race, we are also
incorporating disability inclusivity in this conversation –
through a review of the materials from the Ruderman family
foundation - https://disabilitiesinclusion.org/. If you are
interested in being part of this conversation and initiative,
please reach out to Judy Bass at jbass1@jhu.edu.

•

We continue to grapple and talk about From
how wethe
canPresident
be
involved in police reform in Baltimore and nationally –
currently through ongoing collaboration with Jews United for
Justice: https://jufj.org/where-we-work/maryland-state/
annapolis-police/

•

And as we gear up for the election season, we have members
actively involved in Get Out the Vote (GOTV) activities and
ensuring access to absentee and mail-in voting options. If you
are interested in getting more involved in these bipartisan
issues, please reach out to Randi Reichel
rreichel4@gmail.com.

Please know everyone is welcome to join the Social Action Committee meetings at any time. We meet at
7pm on the first Wednesday of the month. Feel free to come and learn more about what we are doing – and
then, get involved!
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High Holidays 5781
Prayer Books

Accessing Our Online Services

This year we are excited to use a brand new prayer
book Mishkan HaNefesh the new Reform Movement’s
High Holy Day prayer book, thanks to a generous
donation in honor of Stan Scherr by his friends. In
order to make these High Holy Days a more majestic
and meaningful moment, we will be loaning our
prayer books out to our Bolton Street Synagogue
members over the holidays. We ask that everyone
take extra care of the prayer books and return them to
us in good time and in good condition.

Zoom Links for Our Members
All current members of Bolton Street Synagogue will
be able to access free Zoom links for all of our High
Holy Day Services. For the safety of all, we ask that
you don’t share these links with others.

In addition to the prayer books, our Membership
Engagement Committee is creating High Holy Day
Engagement Bags that can be picked up at the same
time with some important resources and gifts that we
will use during our services. Head over to our BSS
parking lot on Sunday, September 13, 10am - 12pm
to pick up your books and bags.
For those members who are unable to pick-up the
prayer books, please reach out to the synagogue
office to arrange for a pick-up or drop-off time. A
member of our Engagement Committee will be happy
to drop off the prayer books if you are unable to pick
them up yourselves.

Non-members, guests, and family members are
encouraged to join us.
We are excited to welcome guests, neighbors, family
members, and friends for all of our High Holy Day
services. Registration is required to receive the Zoom
link for our services.
Our suggested donation is $180 for a High Holy Day
pass that provides non-members and guests with all
Zoom links and access to all of our High Holy Day
services. We recognize this is a difficult time for many
of us. Each guest is encouraged to pay whatever
amount is appropriate (whether less or more if you
are able) for the High Holy Day Pass.
You are welcome to pay by credit card or check.
Tickets can be purchased electronically here or by
contacting Justine Abel at jabel@boltonstreet.org or
410.235.5354, ext. 101.

TIP: In addition, there are two ways for guests and
BSS members to access an electronic copy of the
prayer books. You can turn pages easily on an
electronic device with the FREE Rosh Hashanah
(gold book) and Yom Kippur (silver book) flip-books.
Members and guests can also purchase their own
kindle version for Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur
Book collection and return will be at the BSS parking
lot on Sunday, October 4, 11am - 1pm. We ask that
all prayer books be returned by October 16th.

Family Services
Our Family Services are Free and Open to the
Entire Community
Cory Hermann and Rabbi Andy Gordon will lead High
Holy Day Family Services geared especially for
families with tots and religious school children. These
services will be filled with singing, prayerful
experience for all ages, and a story. Join us on Rosh
Hashanah morning (September 19th) and Yom
Kippur morning (September 28th) from 9am –
9:45am. Registration for guests is required!
Guests should register here or rsvp to Justine Abel at
jabel@boltonstreet.org
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High Holy Days 5781 Schedule
Selichot: A Baltimore Reform Jewish Community Gathering
Saturday, September 12, 2020
8:00 pm – Classical Concert
9:00 pm – Selichot Service
BSS joins together with Baltimore Hebrew Congregation and
Oheb Shalom-Har Sinai Congregation for a joint service as
we prepare spiritually for the High Holy Days.
TIP: Selichot is a taste of the High Holy Days with a short service
that hits all the major prayers. Take this evening to prepare
spiritually for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Erev Rosh Hashanah Seder
Friday, September 18, 2020
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
For generations, Sephardic Jews have welcomed the New
Year with a short celebration called a Rosh Hashanah
Seder. We will join together with a musical prelude with Mark
Giuliano and Leslie Margolis, liturgical welcome to 5781, as
well as a short seder that includes specific foods eaten to
symbolize a hope for the New Year.
TIP: We encourage you to prepare in advance for our Rosh
Hashanah Seder. We will recite blessings over the following
foods: apples, honey, challah, wine/grape juice, figs,
pomegranate, beets, green beans, pumpkin/gourd, scallion, fish
head/lettuce. There is no pressure to have any or all of the items
at home, but the more foods the merrier!
Rosh Hashanah, Day One
Saturday, September 19, 2020
9:00am - 9:45am - Rosh Hashanah Family Service
Cory Hermann and Rabbi Gordon will lead a service geared
especially for families with tots and religious school children
which will be filled with singing, prayerful experience for all
ages, and a story.
TIP: This service is open to the entire community! Please invite
family members, friends, and neighbors to join us for this
celebratory family friendly Rosh Hashanah Service.
10:15am - 11:15am - Rosh Hashanah Liturgy &Sermon
We will focus on the Rosh Hashanah liturgy and conclude
with Rabbi Gordon’s Sermon.
TIP: There will be a 15-minute stretch and schmooze break
between the services. We encourage you to join us for both of
our service blocks or whatever feels comfortable.
11:30am - 12:30pm – Torah Service and Shofar Service
We resume with the Torah reading and the shofar blowing.
TIP: Our Shofar Service will begin around noon. We encourage
our children to ensure you are ready to hear the shofar blast.
Rosh Hashanah, Day Two
Sunday, September 20, 2020
10:15am - 11:15am - Rosh Hashanah Service & Discussion
We will focus on the Rosh Hashanah liturgy and conclude
with a lively discussion.
11:30am - 12:30pm – Torah Service and Shofar Service
We resume with the Torah reading and shofar blast.
3:30pm - 4:00pm – Tashlich
We gather for an online service with singing & prayers.
TIP: Tashlich is an opportunity to “castaway” your misdeeds from
the last year with bread or birdseed. We encourage you to find a
place outdoors near your home such as a free-flowing body of
water (i.e., a river, stream, or pond) for this service.
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Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre
Sunday, September 27, 2020
7:30pm - 9:00pm
TIP: Don’t be late! We’ll begin with the haunting melody of Kol
Nidre sung by Rachel Graber, our cantorial soloist, as well as the
playing by Gita Ladd on cello and Lewis Berman on piano.
Yom Kippur
Monday, September 28, 20120
9:00am - 9:45am – Yom Kippur Family Service
Cory Hermann & Rabbi Gordon will lead a service geared
toward families with tots & religious school children filled with
singing, prayerful experience for all ages, & a story.
TIP: This service is open to the entire community! Please invite
family members, friends, and neighbors to join us for this
celebratory family friendly Yom Kippur Service.
10:15am - 11:15am – Yom Kippur Service and Sermon
We will focus on the Yom Kippur liturgy and conclude with
Rabbi Gordon’s Sermon.
TIP: There will be a 15-minute stretch and schmooze break
between the services. We encourage you to join us for both of
our services or whatever feels comfortable!
11:30am - 12:30pm – Torah Service &Service of Repentance
The Torah reading as well as our service on repentance.
TIP: Our creative Vidui Service of forgiveness and repentance
will allow opportunity for reflection, writing, and discussion. Bring
an open mind, a pen, and some paper!
1:00pm - 1:45pm – Yizkor Service of Remembrance
We will provide opportunity to reflect upon our losses this
past year and remember our loved ones.
TIP: We will light candles during our service. If you have a
yahrzeit candle (or even a tea light), feel free to have it ready as
we remember our loved ones.
2:30pm - 3:30pm – Adult Discussion
We gather to grapple with the racism and injustice in our
world and to hear from Jews of Color in our community.
4:00pm - 4:45pm – Book of Jonah Conversation
We read & reflect upon the Book of Jonah and connect the
themes of this book through conversation.
5:00pm - 5:30pm – Healing Service
We need time for healing ourselves, our community, & our
country. Join us for a service of music, prayer, & reflection.
5:45pm - 6:30pm – Ne’ilah Concluding Service
A short and sweet service that ends Yom Kippur.
TIP: Our service concludes with Havdalah (a prayer separating
Yom Kippur from the rest of the week) and the shofar blast. We
encourage you to have a Havdalah candle (or any candle) ready
as we end our service. Help us fill our screen with light!
Erev Sukkot
Friday, October 2, 2020
6:30 pm
Join us from your home sukkah for a celebration to welcome
the holiday of booths.
Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor Service
Saturday, October 10, 2020
10:30 am
Our festival service and remembering our loved ones.
Simchat Torah
Sunday, October 11, 2020
10:30 am
An intergenerational service as we celebrate the Torah!
Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information

8

Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information

Yahrzeits
September 2020
09/04/2020
09/04/2020
09/04/2020
09/08/2020
09/09/2020
09/10/2020
09/11/2020
09/14/2020
09/16/2020
09/17/2020
09/17/2020
09/18/2020
09/20/2020
09/21/2020
09/27/2020
09/27/2020
09/27/2020
09/27/2020
09/29/2020

Herbert Hamburger, father of David Hamburger
Hilary Kilberg, aunt of Melissa Zieve
Florence Pestcoe, mother of Ilena Lurie
Pearl Neff, grandmother of Roni Neff
Betty Carrey, mother of Nancy Carrey-Beaver
James Weisbart, husband of Bayla Weisbart
Elaine Wissow, mother of Larry Wissow
Hugo Dalsheimer, grandfather of Nancy Savage
David Jacobowitz, father of Robert Jenner
James H. Crumpton, father of Joan Dier
Elliot Liebow, father of Elisabeth Liebow
Robert Rosewater, father of Amy Halushka
Ruth B. Newman, sister of Mark Brenner
Roslyn P. Goldner, mother of Gail Green
Patti Brennecke, mother of Peggy Brennecke
Roy Fishman, father-in-law of Alison Hartman
Morris Wax, cousin of Ethel Zelenske
Rose Weiner, grandmother of Leslie Seid Margolis
Ruth Gelber, aunt of Karen Brown

October 2020
10/01/2020 Roslyn Berns, mother of Peter Berns
10/03/2020 Esther Rothman, grandmother of
Aaron Schneiderman
10/03/2020 Peter Solomon, brother of Bayla Weisbart
10/03/2020 Ceil Zukof, grandmother of Marc Hartstein
10/04/2020 Thelma Neuworth, mother of Richard Neuworth
10/08/2020 Jay Berger, father of Lisa Berger
10/08/2020 Mike Zabner, friend of Elli Potter
10/13/2020 Patti (Genie) Eugenia Yaffe, sister of Peggy
Brennecke
10/16/2020 Gill Blonsley, husband of Linda Blonsley
10/16/2020 Bertha Liebow, grandmother of Elisabeth Liebow
10/16/2020 Jeff Raymond, husband of Beth Raymond and
father of Seth Raymond
10/17/2020 Herbie Blank, uncle of Louis Blank
10/18/2020 Ronald R. Bershad, father of Joseph Bershad
10/18/2020 Sylvia Offenhartz, grandmother of Allison Gutwillig
10/19/2020 Marilyn Horwitch, aunt of Susan Holzman
10/22/2020 Marion Kreshtool, mother of Barbara Anderson
10/22/2020 Mildred Smith, mother of Gary Felser
10/24/2020 Alice Simons Siedner, step-mother of Karen Brown
10/26/2020 Harold Berman, father of Lewis Berman
10/26/2020 Leon Offenhartz, grandfather of Allison Gutwillig
10/26/2020 Paul Rosenberg, husband of Ruth Rosenberg and
father of Sara Rybczynski

Contributions 6/26/2020 through 8/26/2020
Annual Fund

Lee Gerstein & Natalie Moore, in honor of the birth of Adrian Gerstein
Building Fund

Louis Blank, in memory of Louis Friedman
Lee Gerstein & Natalie Moore, in honor of the birth of Adrian Gerstein
Leadership Development Fund

Jillian Manko, in memory of Michael Horwitz
Library & Lifelong Learning Fund

Alison Hartman, in memory of Joyce Hartman
Melvin Cohen Social Action Fund

Naomi & Keith Adams, in memory of Harold Schneider
Nancy Hutton & Larry Wissow, in memory of Lennard Wissow
Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman, in honor of Ethel Zelenske
on her birthday

Operating Fund

Janice & Gary Blum, in memory of Michael Horwitz
Mark Brenner, in memory of Bettie Brenner
Gary Felser & Debra Brown-Felser, in memory of Barbara Brown
Miriam Lupien, in memory of Bobbie Feinstein
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

Rebecca Alford & Andrew Ross, in gratitude for helping to make their
wedding special
Bernard Berkowitz, in memory of Isydor Herz
Terri Blecman, in gratitude for Ariella's baby naming ceremony
Helene Breazeale, in memory of Allan J. Caplan
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis, in memory of Nathan Seid
Russell Margolis & Leslie Seid Margolis, in honor of the promotion of
Dr. Irving Reti to Professor at JHU School of Medicine
Mike Zabner Youth Education Scholarship Fund

Sheila Thaler, in memory of Sidney Schwartz Stein

Music and Worship Fund

David & Anne Hamburger, in memory of Dorothy Weitz
David & Anne Hamburger, in memory of Beatrice Hamburger
Eleanor Simon & Patrick O' Neall, in memory of Benjamin
O'Neall
Nancy Savage & Paul Levine, in memory of Jeannette
Karpay's sister-in-law

facebook.com/BoltonStreetSynagogue
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Calendar

September 2020

October 2020

2

7:00 PM

Social Action Committee meeting

2

6:30 PM Sukkot Service led by Rabbi Gordon & Cory Hermann

4

6:30 PM

Shabbat Service with Rabbi Gordon & Cory
Hermann

3

9:30 AM

Taking Hold of Torah

8

5:30 PM

60’s+ Meeting

4

9:00 AM

Religious school

11

7:30 PM

Shabbat Service with Rabbi Gordon and Nomi &
Keith Adams

12

10:30 AM B’nai Mitzvah of Amelia & Jonah Mogul

13

11:00 AM Praver Book return
6

5:30 PM

60’s+ Meeting

7

7:00 PM

Social Action Committee meeting

9

7:30 PM

Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon

8:00 PM Selichot

10 10:30 AM Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor

9:00 AM

11

Religious School Family Drive–In Celebration

10:00 AM High Holiday Book Pick-up
17

7:00 PM

9:00 AM Religious school
10:30 AM Simchat Torah

Membership Engagement Committee meeting

15 7:00 PM

Membership Engagement Committee meeting

18/19 5:30 PM
/20

Rosh Hashanah activities — see page 7

16

Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon

20

No religious school

17 10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Alex Abel
18 9:00 AM

Religious school

20 5:30 PM

60’s+ Meeting

23 5:30 PM

Tot Shabbat

22

5:30 PM

60’s+ Meeting

23

7:00 PM

Board of Trustees meeting

25

6:30 PM

Shabbat Service with Rabbi Gordon and Nomi &
Keith Adams

26

7:30 PM

Taking Hold of Torah

24 9:30 AM

Taking Hold of Torah

Yom Kippur activities—see page 7

25 9:00 AM

Religious school

28 7:00 PM

Board of Trustees meeting

30 7:30 PM

Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon

27/28

10

7:30 PM

Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Gordon
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