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May/June 2022 | Iyyar/Sivan 5782 

 

Join us for an elegant, energizing evening to celebrate our 

36th Anniversary and raise funds for the next 36 years of 

growth and community.  

Purchase tickets and donate auction items here. 

https://event.auctria.com/43dee8b2-7de0-44be-bd54-fc8d547dfca7/4a65669077a511ea994bd1d469236cb9
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From Rabbi Gordon 

 

MARKING THE BIG 3-6 

As I’m sure many of you have heard, we’re celebrating a 

milestone this year, our big 36th Anniversary! Each letter of 

our Hebrew Alphabet has a corresponding number. The 

letters Chet and Yud (for eight and ten) together make-up 

the Hebrew word Chai, meaning life. That is why our Jewish 

tradition has heavily favored giving gifts of 18, or in this 

case, double-chai – 36! What better way to celebrate our life 

as a congregation than by marking this moment of 36 years 

since our founding. 

In this issue of the Chaverim and in the weeks ahead, you’ll 

hear plenty about our upcoming 36th Anniversary events 

including: our Casino Night Fundraiser, our celebration of 

founding members and past presidents, and honoring all 

those who have been involved in our religious school. It’s 

fitting that we take time to look backwards from our founding 

till today to celebrate those who shepherded us to this 

moment. Please join us for many of these events as we 

gather to honor, thank, and bless all in our community who 

helped make us who we are today! 

But even more so, we need to look forward. At special 

gatherings we clink our glasses and say, l’chaim, to life!  We 

look forward to life ahead: to the journeys, the milestones, 

and the simchas. As a congregation, we want to mark this 

thirty-sixth anniversary as a time to look towards our future.   

We pride ourselves on being a warm and welcoming Jewish 

home; even our tagline is “Doors Wide Open.”  Yet, we 

know that through this pandemic it has been much more 

difficult to foster and strengthen relationships. As part of my 

Clergy Leadership Incubator (CLI) Fellowship, I was tasked 

to reflect upon a challenge in our congregation. Alongside a 

wonderful team of lay leaders: Marc Wernick, Ben Wilson, 

Dinah Winnick, Melissa Zieve, and our Administrator, 

Monica Blum, we are launching a new project that will help 

strengthen relationships and further connect our members 

to our congregation and Jewish life. We are calling this the 

Gesher Bridges Project. 

Bolton Street Synagogue’s Gesher Bridges Project works to 

grow connections among synagogue members and boost 

their sense of community belonging. A group of volunteer 

Bridge Builders reaches out to new members, and members 

who aren’t yet regularly connected with the community, to 

learn about their interests and perspectives and connect 

them with BSS groups, activities, congregants, and 

resources. 

Our dream is to bring aboard 15 Bridge Builders who will 

strengthen relationships, find ways to connect members to 

our community, and help bring about new small group 

gatherings. You will hear plenty about the Gesher Bridges 

Project in the weeks and months ahead. We are planning a 

formal launch this summer with new opportunities to meet 

congregants, develop relationships, and create new ways to 

engage in your Jewish community. 

And we need your help! If you are interested in becoming a 

Bridge Builder (or want to learn more) please reach out to 

me. We pray that on this, our thirty-sixth anniversary, we 

continue to live and grow as a vibrant Jewish community 

where everyone feels known, cared for, and 

honored for their gifts.  Amen.  



 

3   Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information

From the President 

On April 14, 2022, Jeffrey Gettleman, an international   

correspondent for the New York Times, wrote a powerful 

article titled, “On Poland-Ukraine Border, the Past is      

Always Present.  It’s Not Always Predictive.” (https://

www.nytimes.com/2022/04/14/world/europe/poland-

ukraine-holocaust-dispatch.html ). Gettleman, a Jewish 

reporter with family roots in Eastern Europe, wrestles with 

the task of reconciling Ukraine’s troubling Holocaust-

drenched past with its present. Many of us have been   

engaged in this same effort.  It is not possible to, nor 

should we, Gettleman contends, disregard the atrocities 

that took place on Ukrainian soil. At the same time,      

however, much has changed, and we look with anguish at 

the headlines and news alerts that bombard us with      

images and updates about the war as we absorb the     

incongruity that this place which harbors so much collective 

trauma for us as Jews now is headed by a Jewish        

president fighting for the sovereignty of his people. In    

addressing this issue, Gettleman quotes the author Daniel 

Mendelsohn, who talks about the importance of updating 

our beliefs, recognizing that the world changes. Gettleman 

concludes: “We shouldn’t forget what happened and, for 

some of us, even distantly connected to the events of the 

past, we simply can’t. But the Ukraine of today and the  

Poland of today are not the Ukraine or Poland of the     

Holocaust. And perhaps that’s one of the greatest lessons 

of this awful war. Countries are living things that grow and 

change. They are shaped by their past but not chained to 

it, just like us.” 

I found this commentary helpful; I like the idea of a country 

as a living thing that grows and changes, as an entity    

capable of a collective “teshuvah”—of repentance—of 

sorts. Although many of us have come to view Germany 

very differently over the years because of its very public 

process of taking responsibility for its past, I had not made 

that shift for other countries, such as Ukraine, the place 

from which some of Russ’ relatives emigrated and whose 

experiences were so unpleasant that his uncle, for one, 

vowed never to return for any reason. Making this shift  

allows us to move past the history of Ukraine and          

recognize our fellow humans—Jews and non-Jews—who 

are living in unimaginable circumstances, and those who 

have fled, often leaving spouses, parents or children     

behind, and who are in need of support and services. 

As I write this, we have just concluded our celebration of 

Passover, commemorating our time in Egypt as slaves. 

Pandemic restrictions are lifting, and we are feeling a 

sense of freedom as we enjoy spring and prepare to     

celebrate Bolton Street’s 36
th
 Anniversary. But just as we 

break a wine glass at weddings to remember the           

destruction of the Temples, we should temper our         

happiness now by remembering those across the miles 

who are hungry, hiding, and trying to survive while fighting 

for their freedom. As we continue to explore how we as a 

synagogue can best fit into efforts to assist, you may wish 

to connect with The Associated (associated.org/Ukraine) or 

with HIAS (act.hias.org), both of whom have created     

special funds to assist Ukrainians.  

Thanks to all of you for the work you do to make our world 
a better place. 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/14/world/europe/poland-ukraine-holocaust-dispatch.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/14/world/europe/poland-ukraine-holocaust-dispatch.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/14/world/europe/poland-ukraine-holocaust-dispatch.html
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From the director of education 

May is here, and we are finishing up the year at Bolton 

Street Synagogue Religious School. Here are a few things 

to know as we conclude this incredibly unique year. 

On Friday, May 6, at our Friday evening Shabbat service, 

we will have the opportunity to honor two of our amazing 

teens, who will be graduating from high school this year. 

Abe Caplan and Gabi Riess have been important teen 

leaders in our religious school. In my short time at Bolton 

Street Synagogue, I have found each of them to be        

inspiring and remarkable leaders. They support the work  

of the religious school with commitment, humor, and     

dependability. It is clear that Bolton Street Synagogue has 

been a central force in their lives. I hope you will join me at 

this service to welcome Shabbat and honor these          

incredible young people. 

We finish up our religious school year on Sunday, May 22. 

Students will meet for class one last time at 9:00 am, and 

then we will gather as a synagogue community to          

celebrate and honor our past as a continuation of our 36
th
 

Anniversary Celebration at Bolton Street Synagogue. Past 

religious school directors, teachers and even madrichim 

will joins us as we gather in the sanctuary at 10:00 am. All 

are welcome. We will also say thank you and L’hitraot (see 

you soon) to our amazing Shinshin, Guy Groisman. It has 

been a pleasure having Guy as a part of our community. 

He has given our students a tangible and emotional       

relationship with Israel. The celebration will continue with a 

picnic on the meadow at 11:15 am. Families will bring their 

own picnic meal, and the synagogue will provide cold 

drinks and a special dessert. More details will be found in 

upcoming emails. 

Tot Shabbat for the remainder of this school year will be   

in-person, outdoors on Saturday, May 21 at 11:15 am, and 

Saturday, June 11 at 11:15 am. In addition, our final Bolton 

Street Baby Brood programs for the school year are       

Saturday, May 14 at 11:00 am, and Saturday, June 18 at 

11:00 am. Thank you to Nomi Adams for spearheading this 

wonderful addition to our BSS Community!! 

Information regarding registration for religious school for 

the 2022-2023 year will be sent out via email by the middle 

of May. Please email me if you have a current student and 

you do not receive registration info by May 17. If you have 

a new student to enroll in religious school for next year, 

please email me after May 17, so we can enter them in the 

system and send you a registration link. Religious school is 

for any child entering grades K-9. Don’t keep Bolton Street 

Synagogue a secret!  Share about your great experiences 

with your friends! We love to welcome new families to   

Bolton Street Synagogue! 

Do you have a passion for engaging children and families 
in meaningful, Jewish learning experiences?  Would you 
love to join us on Sunday mornings in the 2022-23 school 
year? We are always looking for qualified substitutes and 
teachers to join our team. Please reach out to me at    

chermann@boltonstreet.org if you would like to explore 
joining us for the fall. 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS 

mailto:chermann@boltonstreet.org
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 Upcoming events– may 
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Upcoming events– june 
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 Shavuot 
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Mitzvah makers 
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Annual fund 

This year marks the 36
th
 anniversary of Bolton Street Synagogue, a double chai milestone. This is an exciting time to 

be part of BSS; we are doing so much work to make the world a better place. But what makes Bolton Street            
Synagogue Bolton Street Synagogue—what makes us who we are—is our synagogue membership and the community 
we form.  As a community, we support each other and the synagogue that serves as our central meeting place and 
spiritual home. 

One of the many ways you can celebrate and contribute to the growth and vitality of our community is with a gift to the 
Annual Fund. In honor of our double chai anniversary, we suggest you consider a double pledge, just this once, to 
mark the occasion. So much good is happening at Bolton Street these days. Think about what inspires you as you  
consider your pledge amount, and know that any gift will be appreciated. 

Thank you to the following people who have already shown their commitment to Bolton Street with a generous pledge 
(as of April 22, 2022). If you haven’t yet pledged and would like to contribute, please contact Melissa Zieve with your 
pledge amount, or just visit the BSS website to make your donation. Thank you for being part of the Bolton Street  
community. 

Greg Abel & Jennifer Mendelsohn 

Lissa Abrams & Abe Wasserberger 

Robert & Susan Baron 

Andrew Beiderman & Rheanna Platt 

John Benner & Randi Reichel 

Susan Bennett 

Scott & Gail Berkenblit 

Bernard Berkowitz 

Peter Berns & Melissa Zieve 

Linda Blonsley 

Robert & Karen Brown 

Gary Felser & Debra Brown Felser 

Stuart Caplan & Rachel Levine 

Doug & Nancy Carrey-Beaver 

Dexter Clark & Irving Reti 

Andy & Dawn Cohen 

Vicki Cohen 

Steven Cohen & Jeffrey Williams 

David & Amanda Conn 

Marion Ehrlich 

Scott Feeser & Elisabeth Liebow 

Barbara Feldman 

Noam & Paige Finkelstein 

Lee Gerstein & Natalie Moore 

Mark Giuliano & Cathy Raab 

David Glushakow 

Carol Goldstein 

Steven Goldstein & Lauren Kelleher 

Judith Gottlieb 

Lois Gould & Joe Hunt 

Marc & Amy Halushka 

David & Anne Hamburger 

Alison Hartman 

Marc & Chris Hartstein 

Barak & Cory Hermann 

Thomas & Sandra Hess 

Mark Hyman & Peggy Brennecke 

Dana Johnson & Salem Reiner 

David & Robin Kantor 

Ken Karpay 

Reagan Lake & David Sternberg 

Mary & Kimberly Levinson 

Miriam Lupien 

Joy Mandel & Tim Nehl 

Russell & Leslie Margolis 

David Meyers & Roberta Strickler 

Felipe Munoz-Castillo 

Kevin Murphy & Lynne Zheutilin 

Richard & Donna Neuworth 

David & Julie Newman-Toker 

Theresa Nicol 

Abe Novick 

Patrick O’Neall & Eleanor Simon 

Eleanor Potter 

Ralph Raphael & Elaine Richman 

Beth Raymond 

Nancy Savage & Paul Levine 

Stanley Scherr & William Magruder 

Aaron Schneiderman & Sarah Sette 

Joanne Shay & William Shear 

David Sheehy & Elisabeth Sachs 

David & Diana Speer 

Damie & Diane Stillman 

Will Sutton– Ohannesian, Jr. &             

Eric Shiroma 

Steve Snyder & Cheryl Hindes 

Brian ten Siethoff & Rabbi Andy Gordon 

Sheila Thaler 

Rob & Carol Van Besien 

Karl & Allison Wacker 

Mitch & Penny Wald 

Bayla Weisbart 

Harold Weisbaum & Sharon Krevor-

Weisbaum 

Marc Wernick 

Ethel Zelenske 
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Hanukkah
Upcoming events 

 

Upcoming 6T+ Events 
 

The 6T+ group has a robust line-up of guest speakers scheduled for the next several months.  
 

The group meets by Zoom on the third Tuesday of each month. Virtual doors open at 5:15 pm for schmoozers;  

each lively presentation and discussion runs from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. If you’re not yet 60-years-old but see  

a topic you like, please join in!  
 

 

 

 

May 17, 5:30 pm                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Walters Art Museum Virtual Gems and Jewelry Tour 
 

June 21, 5:30 pm                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Hilary Smith, Intro to Qigong 
 

July 19, 5:30 pm                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Jeremy Diamond, Baltimore author of Tastemakers: The Legacy of Jewish Entrepreneurs in the Mid-Atlantic Grocery 
Industry 
 

 



 

11   Visit www.boltonstreet.org for more information

Save the date 

 

 

The Garden and Landscaping Committee 

 

Next time you’re at Bolton Street Synagogue please remember to enjoy the thoughtfulness and serenity of our        
gardens, thanks to the Garden and Landscaping Committee (“Green Team”) volunteers who dig in, sometimes daily,  
to build and maintain our abundant and expanding natural gardens. Regular committee members are: 

Gary Felser, Carol Goldstein, Alaine Jolicoeur, Robin Kantor, David Kantor, Paul Levine, Randi Reichel, Nancy Savage, 
Roberta Strickler, David Speer, Elaine Richman (Chair) 

Additional gardeners are always welcome. No skills or tools required. The Green Team has it all. PLEASE NOTE: the 
fourth Sunday of each month is now designated as a day for the Bolton Street Synagogue community to work together 
in the gardens. Upcoming date: May 22, from 1:00 to 3:00. Contact Elaine Richman or Robin Kantor for more info. 

 

Goals of the Green Team include strengthening the environmental stewardship of the Bolton Street Synagogue       
community through education, thoughtful gardening, landscaping, and hardscaping that will help bond our internal 

communities and enhance the beauty of our property and contribute to the sustainability of the Earth. 
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ADULT ED 
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facebook.com/BoltonStreetSynagogue 

Yahrzeits 

May 2022 June 2022 
 

05/01/2022 Jerome H Horowitz, grandfather of Aviram Giladi 

05/01/2022 David Solomon, brother of Bayla Weisbart    

05/02/2022 Joel Havemann, step-father of Theresa Nicol 

05/02/2022 Emily Kaufman, mother of Mark Kaufman      

05/02/2022 Tony Lupien, husband of Miriam Lupien         

05/04/2022 Philip Dier, father of Jeffrey Dier                     

05/06/2022 Robert S. Berns, father of Peter Berns          

05/06/2022 Peter Havelka, father of Monica Blum and grandfather  

                 of Sam, Sophie & Rachael Blum                            

05/07/2022 Earl Nehl, father of Tim Nehl                          

05/08/2022 Elinor S. Conn, mother of David Conn           

05/09/2022 Donald Kreshtool, brother of Barbara Anderson 

05/11/2022 Harold Klivans, father of Sandra Hess and grandfather  

                 of Nancy Savage                                            

05/12/2022 Doris Rubin Bennett, mother of Susan Bennett 

05/12/2022 Hans Pikler, grandfather of Vanessa Pikler    

05/13/2022 Shirley Simon, mother of Eleanor Simon               

05/14/2022 Barbara Gerstenberg Prasse, aunt of Marion Ehrlich 

05/14/2022 Herman Reichel, father of Randi Reichel           

05/17/2022 Lawrence Allen Kaufman, father of Mark Kaufman 

05/19/2022 Ledor Jolicoeur, grandfather of Alaine Jolicoeur 

05/21/2022 Howard R. Jachman, husband of Wendy Jachman 

05/21/2022 Louise Myerberg, mother of Wendy Jachman 

05/22/2022 David Klein, brother of Susan Goodwin         

05/24/2022 Albert Weiner, grandfather of Leslie Seid Margolis 

05/27/2022 Florence Novick, mother of Abe Novick             

05/29/2022 Albert Richman, father of Elaine Richman      

05/29/2022 Constance F. Tallarico, mother of Pat Gilstein 

05/30/2022 Sam Blank, grandfather of Louis Blank           

05/31/2022 Barbara Brenner, sister of Mark Brenner        

05/31/2022 Stanley Krohn, uncle of Lissa Abrams           

05/31/2022 Sophie Luftig, grandmother of Vanessa Pikler 

 

  

06/01/2022 Goldye Selig, mother of Linda Blonsley   

06/02/2022 Sylvia Hoberman Mandel, mother of Joy Mandel 

06/05/2022 June Finkelstein, mother of Noam Finkelstein 

06/06/2022 Babette K. Stern, mother of Jeffrey Stern 

06/06/2022 Marion Sully, mother of Paul Sully           

06/06/2022 Sally Rosenthal, great-grandmother of Sam, Sophie       

                 and Rachael Blum                                    

06/07/2022 Lloyd Watner, father of Lyn Watner           

06/08/2022 Mary Ann Siedner, mother of Karen Brown 

06/10/2022 Henry H. Krevor, father of Sharon Krevor-    

                 Weisbaum                                                         

06/11/2022 Naomi Hirsch, aunt of Barbara Feldman            

06/11/2022 Maurice Rubin, father of Amy Rubin                 

06/12/2022 Bernice Herz, sister-in-law of Bernard Berkowitz 

06/12/2022 Ettka bat Moshe v'Bayla, aunt of Abe Wasserberger 

06/12/2022 Jim Yost, father-in-law of Louis Blank              

06/13/2022 David Goldstein, husband of Carol Goldstein         

06/13/2022 Esther  Z. Goldstein, mother-in-law of Carol                     

  Goldstein                                                           

06/13/2022 Geoffrey MacLellan, friend of Louis Blank 

06/14/2022 Jacques Zielinski, cousin of Ethel Zelenske 

06/15/2022 Vickie Brown, friend of Lyn Watner           

06/16/2022 Chaim Zielinski, father of Ethel Zelenske 

06/17/2022 Ruth Feldman, mother of Barbara Feldman 

06/17/2022 Haen Kobell, mother of Rona Kobell         

06/18/2022 Eli Modenstein, friend of Ethel Zelenske   

06/19/2022 Edwin Raab, father of Cathy Raab           

06/21/2022 Lenore Berman, mother of Lewis Berman 

06/21/2022 Fanita Damie Stillman, mother of Damie Stillman 

06/23/2022 Lee Hammel, brother-in-law of Abe Novick 

06/24/2022 Frank Siedner, father of Karen Brown      

06/26/2022 Ruth Friedman, grandmother of Louis Blank 

06/26/2022 Timothy Kelleher, father of Lauren Kelleher 

06/26/2022 Nanette Raab, mother of Cathy Raab      

06/27/2022 Phyllis Lippman, grandmother of Dena Shaffer 

06/30/2022 Evelyn Reichel, mother of Randi Reichel 

06/30/2022 Marion Wishnie, grandmother of Melissa Zieve and 

  great-grandmother of Rose Berns-Zieve 
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high holy days 2021 

Contributions 

 

Melvin Cohen Social Action Fund                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Susan & Tom Brown, in honor of Miriam Lupien’s Birthday                                                                                                                                                                         

Doug & Nancy Carrey-Beaver, in memory of Adam Fishman             

Ethel Zelenske, in memory of Gayle Hafner 

Mike Zabner Youth Education Scholarship Fund                                                                                                                                                                         

Ellisabeth Sachs & David Sheehy, in memory of Sheila K. Sachs                                                                                                                                                                                

Music and Worship Fund                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

David & Anne Hamburger, in memory of Robert Weitz   

President’s Discretionary Fund                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Abe Wasserberger & Lissa Abrams, in memory of Alfred Wasserberger  

 

Operating Fund                                                                                                               

Marc & Chris Hartstein, in celebration of the birth of                                  

Everett Gray Walker                                                                                                          

David Meyers & Roberta Strickler, in memory of Shirley Meyers and 

Leon Meyers                                                                                                                  

Joyce Moskovitz & Jeffrey Stern, in memory of Ida Moskovitz                                                                  

Theresa Nicol, in memory of Joel Havemann                                       

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund                                                                                                   

Carol Goldstein, in honor of the LGBTQ Seder                                                                                 

Russell & Leslie Margolis, in honor of the birth of Everett Walker            

Louise & David Zirretta, in honor of Marc Wernick’s siyum from        

ACCELERATE                                                                                                                   

Louise & David Zirretta, in honor of Justin Fair’s siyum from              

ACCELERATE                                                                                                                   

Thank you to everyone who participated in Good Deeds Day with us at Bolton Street Synagogue. It 
was terrific to see so many folks turn out to give back to the community and to be a part of a global 
movement. Beginning with a special service in the sanctuary filled with songs, trivia contests and talk 
about Good Deeds Day projects, congregants young and old then began their projects. Some          
participants decorated and potted plants for residents at Levindale. Others helped sort book donations 
for the Maryland Book Bank. We received plenty of wish list items for patients at Mt. Washington       
Pediatric Hospital (and many congregants made homemade cards as well) and gift cards for shoes to 
support Afghan refugees starting new lives in Baltimore. In addition, there were lots of hands on deck 
cleaning the Stony Run trail and getting our Bolton Street garden into spring shape. We also created no
-sew blankets and stuffed summer break activity kits as part of our projects with the Jewish Volunteer 
Connection and the Park Heights JCC. Last, but certainly not least, we received many casseroles to help 
feed the hungry at Our Daily Bread.  
 

A heartfelt thank you for everyone involved. To learn more about Good Deeds Day, click here: 

www.good-deeds-day.org 

  

 

GOOD DEEDS DAY 

https://www.good-deeds-day.org/
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1   9:00 AM Religious School 

   4:00 PM BOLT Yeastfest 

4   7:00 PM Social Action Committee Meeting 

6   6:30 PM Shabbat Service Honoring Our Seniors 

7  10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Korben Suskin 

8   9:00 AM Religious School 

13   7:30 PM Shabbat Service 

14   9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

  11:00 AM Bolton Street Baby Brood 

   7:00 PM Casino Night Spring Fundraiser 

15   9:00 AM  Religious School 

  10:00 AM Daring to Daven Groups 

17   5:30 PM 6T+ Group Program 

20   6:30 PM Shabbat Service 

21   9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

 11:15 AM Tot Shabbat 

22  9:00 AM Religious School– Closing Day Celebration 

  1:00 PM Green Team Garden Work Day 

25  7:00 PM Board of Trustees Meeting 

27  7:30 PM Shabbat Service  

30    BSS Office Closed 

May 2022 june 2022 

3   6:30 PM Shabbat Service  

4 10:30 AM Bat Mtizvah of Mia Pyenson 

  7:00 PM Erev Shavuot Program 

5 10:00 AM Shavuot Yizkor Service 

8   7:00 PM Social Action Committee Meeting 

10   7:30 PM 36th Anniversary Shabbat Service Honoring our Past 
Presidents and Founding Members 

11   9:30 AM Taking Hold of Torah 

 11:15 AM Tot Shabbat 

12 10:00 AM Annual Meeting 

17   6:30 PM Shabbat Service 

18 11:00 AM Bolton Street Baby Brood 

21   5:30 PM 6T+ Group Program 

24   6:30 PM PRIDE on the Patio 

   7:30 PM PRIDE Shabbat Service 

26 10:30 AM BOLT Nature Hike at Lake Roland 

Calendar 


